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ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of 
the  Heanor  Urban  District  Council 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  pleasure  in  presenting  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year 
1958. 

I must  apologise  for  its  late  appearance  particularly  after 
receiving  a special  request  from  the  Ministry  of  Health  to  attempt 
to  complete  it  at  an  earlier  date  than  in  former  years. 

As  with  previous  reports  comment  on  various  matters  is  included 
in  the  body  of  the  report. 

The  impact  of  television  dealing  with  health  topics,  the  excellent 
co-operation  of  the  Press  in  developing  these  topics  and  the  use  by 
advertisers  of  matters  involving,  directly  or  indirectly,  the  health 
of  the  individual  are  all  leading  to  the  most  rapid  education  of 
the  people. 

The  importance  of  good  housing  cannot  be  too  highly  stressed. 
The  Council  has  given  excellent  support  in  connection  with  the 
Improvement  Grant  Scheme  and  a considerable  number  of  im- 
provements have  taken  place.  There  is  room  for  more  as  will  be 
seen  if  my  comments  on  housing  are  read  in  conjunction  with  the 
observations  of  the  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector  on  Housing  and 
Improvement  Grants. 

Care  in  handling  foodstuffs  cannot  be  too  highly  stressed. 
More  care  is  undoubtedly  being  taken  but  more  encouragement 
and  training  in  handling  is  needed.  The  use  of  “no  touch”  techniques 
are  a matter  of  practice  and  need  supervision  during  their  acquisition. 
Once  a skill  is  acquired  it  should  become  automatic. 

I have  to  thank  the  members  of  the  Council  for  their  keen 
interest  in  health  topics  and  in  particular  the  Chairman  of  the 
Public  Health  Committee,  Councillor  J.  Clarke,  who  with  his  many 
other  varied  activities,  makes  many  valuable  contributions. 

The  co-operation  of  the  Officers  of  the  Council  is  welcomed 
in  discussing  projects  which  have,  directly  or  indirectly,  connections 
with  the  Public  Health. 

I am,  Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

PHILIP  WEYMAN, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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STATISTICS 


The  statistics  which  appear  in  this  report  have  been  compiled 
from  information  received  from  a number  of  sources  throughout 
the  year. 

The  Registrar  of  Births  and  Deaths  for  Heanor  supphes  a 
weekly  return  giving  details  of  births  and  deaths  occuring  in  the 
area. 


Notifications  of  infectious  disease  are  sent  in  by  Medical 
Practitioners  and  in  cases  of  Tuberculosis,  sometimes  by  the  Chest 
Physicians  and  Hospital  Medical  Officers. 

The  notification  of  suspected  cases  is  most  important.  For 
instance  in  poliomyelitis,  food  poisoning  and  dysentery.  Telephone 
communications  are  much  appreciated  and  can  save  a great  deal  of 
time. 

Additional  information  about  infectious  disease  and  un- 
diagnosed illnesses  come  from  hospitals,  school  teachers,  parents, 
health  visitors  and  casual  conversations. 

At  weekly  and  quarterly  intervals,  details  regarding  infectious 
disease,  births  and  deaths,  are  received  from  the  Registrar  General. 
This  enables  a watch  to  be  kept  on  any  unusually  prevalent  disease 
in  the  County,  or  surrounding  districts  or  towns. 


Population. 

The  population  at  30th  June,  1958  was  estimated  at  23,990, 
a decrease  of  forty  from  last  year. 

This  is  continuing  the  steady  decline  in  population  which  has 
been  apparent  over  the  last  few  years  and  which  was  commented 
on  in  the  Annual  Report  for  1957. 

Population  figures  for  the  last  ten  years  are  given  in  Table  4. 


Births. 

343  live  births  were  registered,  giving  a rate  per  thousand  of 
the  population  of  14.30.  This  rate,  when  adjusted  for  comparison 
purposes  by  application  of  the  comparability  factor  of  0.98,  is 
14.01  and  is  seen  to  be  lower  than  the  England  and  Wales  figure. 
(See  Summary  of  Statistics). 
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Stillbirths. 

The  eleven  stillbirths  registered  give  a rate  per  thousand  births 
(live  and  still)  of  31.07.  This  figure  is  almost  10  per  thousand 
higher  than  the  national  rate.  (See  table  2 for  incidence  over  last 
ten  years). 

Infant  Mortality. 

Eight  infant  deaths  occurred,  giving  a rate  per  thousand  live 
births  of  23.32. 

This  is  a fall  of  5.83  per  thousand  from  last  year’s  figure  but  it 
is  still  higher  than  the  national  rate,  although  the  1958  rate  is  the 
second  lowest  ever  recorded  as  shown  by  the  records  available  to 
me.  (See  table  4). 

Deaths. 

274  deaths  were  registered  in  1958.  This  represents  a crude 
death  rate  per  thousand  of  the  population  of  11.42.  In  order  to  be 
of  value  for  comparative  purposes,  the  comparability  factor  of  1.24 
must  be  applied.  This  then  gives  an  adjusted  rate  of  14.16  as  against 
a national  rate  of  11.7. 

Death  rates  since  1948  are  set  out  in  Table  4. 

DEATHS  FROM  INDIVIDUAL  DISEASES. 

The  274  deaths  are  set  out  in  Table  5,  broken  down  into 
individual  causes  and  according  to  sex. 

DISEASE  OF  THE  HEART  AND  CIRCULATORY  SYSTEM. 

145  deaths  occurred  in  this  group,  seventy-three  males  and 
seventy- two  females. 

Numbers  17-21  inclusive  in  Table  5 make  up  this  section  which 
was  responsible  for  just  over  50%  of  the  total  deaths  recorded. 

Forty-two  deaths  were  due  to  vascular  lesions  of  the  nervous 
system,  thirty-eight  to  coronary  disease  and  forty-six  to  other 
diseases  of  the  heart.  Nineteen  deaths  from  various  diseases  of  the 
circulatory  system  complete  this  group. 

CORONARY  DISEASE. 

Concern  continues  to  be  felt  about  the  number  of  deaths  from 
coronary  disease.  Many  investigations  have  been  carried  out  in 
different  parts  of  the  world  and  many  more  are  still  in  progress. 
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Many  factors  have  been  studied;  physical  activity,  alcoholism, 
obesity,  smoking  and  over  indulgence  in  many  activities.  No 
satisfactory  explanation  has  been  found. 

The  only  advice  which  can  be  given  to  the  public  at  present  in 
their  wish  to  avoid  this  disease  is  moderation  in  all  things.  Con- 
sumption of  over-rich  food,  too  much  alcohol,  heavy  smoking  are 
all  bad  in  any  case  and  an  individual  discipline  of  moderation 
should  be  followed. 

It  is  important  for  the  sedentary  worker — the  chair-bound 
office  type — to  take  a certain  amount  of  exercise  every  day.  A 
sudden  burst  of  activity  at  weekends  does  not  replace  a good  daily 
regime. 

One  of  the  worst  features  of  our  modern  life  is  the  organisation 
of  work  into  groups  of  almost  completely  sedentary  occupations 
and  manual  occupations.  More  thought  should  be  given  to  organis- 
ing jobs  so  that  the  chair-bound  have  to  take  a certain  amount  of 
physical  activity  during  their  day’s  work.  The  employer  would 
then  have  more  active  and  fitter  employees. 

Work  must  also  be  organised  so  that  constant  mental  strain 
can  be  relieved  at  intervals  or  reduced  to  a reasonable  level.  Quite 
often  the  strain  builds  up  because  the  conscientious  individual  is 
not  able  to  relax.  It  is  important  that  such  individuals  should  not 
be  overloaded  and  should  have  reasonable  breaks  in  the  year’s 
work. 

CANCER. 

Forty-five  deaths  from  all  forms  of  cancer  were  recorded  in 
1958. 

Death  rates  per  thousand  of  the  population,  as  last  year, 
remain  lower  than  the  England  and  Wales  figures.  (See  Summary 
of  Statistics). 

PNEUMONIA  AND  BRONCHITIS. 

The  eleven  deaths  from  pneumonia  and  twelve  from  Bronchitis 
show  a small  decrease  from  last  year. 

The  majority  of  deaths  occurred  in  persons  over  the  age  of 
sixty  with  emphasis  on  the  70-80  group. 

One  death  from  pneumonia  was  recorded  in  a very  young 
baby. 
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The  twelve  deaths  from  Bronchitis  do  not  give  a true  picture 
of  this  troublesome  disease.  It  is  a frequent  cause  of  illness  and 
causes  much  absence  from  work.  It  has  become  known  as  the 
“English  Disease”  on  account  of  its  high  incidence  in  this  country. 

It  is  comimoner  in  urban  areas.  Factors  which  affect  general 
health  and  wellbeing  are  most  important.  Good  dry  houses  with 
adequate  accommodation  and  air  space  are  essential.  Clean  Air  is 
another  most  important  factor.  The  constituents  of  smoke  deposited 
on  buildings  and  materials  cause  increased  wear  and  deterioration. 
Sunlight  is  occulated  and  that  familiar  dismal  outlook  which 
persists  day  after  day  in  England  except  in  seaside  resorts  is  the 
result.  All  this  results  in  poorer  health  and  increased  liability  to 
disease. 

Clean  Air. 

Much  attention  has  been  paid  to  Clean  Food  and  Pure  Water 
but  not  enough  attention  to  the  air  we  breathe.  This  amounts  to 
15,000  quarts  of  air  per  day,  per  person  ; ten  times  as  much  by 
weight  as  our  intake  of  food  and  water  combined. 

This  is  a great  and  complex  problem. 

The  major  aspect  at  present  is  the  operation  of  the  Clean  Air 
Act  dealing  with  industrial  and  domestic  smoke. 

Other  aspects  of  atmospheric  pollution  neglected  are  tobacco 
smoking,  and  bacteriological  pollution  of  air  in  confined  spaces  in 
vehicles  and  premises.  Intimately  linked  is  adequate  ventilation  of 
meeting  places  of  all  types. 

Lastly  and  not  least  is  the  subject  of  motor  vehicle  fumes  in 
our  streets. 

These  matters  have  been  reported  on  and  discussed  by  the 
Health  Committee  during  the  year. 

Smoke. 

The  Chairman  of  the  Health  Committee  and  the  Chief  Health 
Inspector  have  been  most  interested  and  active  on  this  matter. 
Much  information  has  been  obtained.  Measurement  of  pollution 
by  means  of  deposit  gauges  and  daily  smoke  filter  has  commenced 
so  that  a proper  basis  for  action  can  be  laid  down.  Further  measure- 
ments and  apparatus  are  required  and  more  equipment  may  be 
obtained  next  year,  subject  to  the  annual  estimates. 
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So  far  the  results  of  the  analysis  of  contents  of  the  Deposit 
Gauge  and  Daily  Smoke  Filter  give  results  in  keeping  with  the 
nature  of  the  district.  They  are  lower  than  in  many  larger  urban 
areas  but  give  no  grounds  for  complacency.  Dirt  still  settles  on  the 
streets,  clothes  and  property.  Smoke  increases  the  density  of  fog 
and  mist  and  makes  travel  more  difficult.  Fog  polluted  with  smoke 
has  a bad  effect  on  some  medical  conditions. 

Basically  this  is  a coal  mining  area  with  gradual  change  over 
to  other  industry.  The  problems  of  miners  concessionary  coal,  and 
the  use  of  fuel  produced  by  a local  industry  need  very  careful 
consideration. 

The  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector  is  doing  work  with  local 
industry  with  a view  to  the  prevention  of  all  industrial  smoke  by 
1963,  as  laid  down  in  the  Clean  Air  Act.  With  domestic  pollution 
the  way  is  more  difficult.  The  installation  of  modern  appliances 
more  efficient  and  capable  of  burning  smokeless  fuel  continues  all 
the  time. 

The  knowledge  of  great  stocks  of  smokeless  fuel  sold  at  high 
prices  does  not  encourage  experiment,  which  is  a necessary  prelude 
to  a smokeless  area. 

The  production  of  better  standard  quaUty  reasonably  priced 
smokeless  fuels  is  necessary.  Experiment  in  this  direction  appears 
to  be  rather  late  in  a country  with  surplus  coal  stocks. 

On  the  whole  progress  is  being  made,  rather  slowly,  but  with  a 
good  foundation. 

Cigarette  smoking  is  a problem.  Its  statistical  relation  with 
lung  cancer  makes  it  necessary  to  keep  the  habit  within  complete 
control.  Where  it  has  not  been  stopped,  ventilation  to  keep  the 
atmosphere  clear  for  those  who  do  not  smoke  is  necessary.  Most 
places  of  meeting  and  transport  vehicles  are  badly  and  inefficiently 
ventilated,  or  ventilation  is  badly  regulated.  More  action  and 
comment  by  members  of  the  public  in  this  matter  should  produce 
results. 

Pollution  of  narrow  and  busy  streets  by  motor  vehicle  fumes 
makes  one  glad  to  hear  of  the  progress  on  motor  ways  and  by-passes 
so  that  the  smoking  monsters  can  be  kept  away  from  our  narrow 
and  otherwise  friendly  streets.  More  action  in  this  matter  is  needed 
and  the  matter  should  be  closely  examined — the  whole  aspect  of 
exhaust  fumes  should  be  considered.  No  doubt  the  visionary  can 
see  the  end  of  petrol  and  oil  engines  with  the  advent  of  portable 
nuclear  reactors,  development  of  electricity  storage  systems  and 
other  devices,  but  this  will  take  a long  time. 
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The  problems  are,  then,  to  obtain  more  basic  data  on  all 
forms  of  pollution  and  then  act  on  it. 

This  means  proper  instrumentation  and  more  time  spent  on  it. 

Provided  progress  is  not  spoiled  by  impatience  or  by  not 
seizing  opportunities  when  they  arise,  there  should  be  good  progress 
in  this  field. 

Tuberculosis. 

One  man  aged  fifty-five  was  the  only  person  registered  as  dying 
from  Tuberculosis. 

This  is  the  lowest  incidence  ever  recorded  in  Heanor  and  gives 
death  rates  per  thousand  of  the  population  from  all  forms  of  Tuber- 
culosis lower  than  England  and  Wales.  (See  Summary  of  Statistics). 

Accidents. 

Ten  persons  died  as  a result  of  accidents. 

Motor  vehicle  accidents  involving  two  women  were  responsible 
for  two  of  the  deaths. 

Two  of  the  remainder  followed  colliery  accidents. 

Falls  in  the  home  accounted  for  four  deaths  and  included  a fall 
downstairs  and  an  old  man  of  eighty-one  who  died  after  falling 
from  the  chair  on  which  he  had  stood. 

Only  one  child  died  accidently.  This  was  a boy  of  nearly  two, 
who  was  run  over  by  a train. 

The  absence  of  handrails  on  some  staircases  should  not  be 
allowed  to  continue — at  least  one  secure  handrail  is  needed,  two 
are  ideal  if  older  people  are  using  the  staircase. 

Bad  lighting  is  another  cause  of  accidents  on  staircases. 

Home  Safety. 

The  Heanor  Home  Safety  Committee  continues  to  do  all  it  can 
to  help  in  the  reduction  of  accidents  in  or  about  the  Home.  Activities 
are  chiefly  poster  displays  and  distribution  of  leaflets. 

Beside  the  dramatic  public  scene  and  tragedy  of  traffic  accidents, 
home  safety  seems  rather  a dull  matter.  Once  a few  enthusiastic 
workers  are  gathered  together  progress  is  made. 

More  active  work  might  be  stimulated  on  home  safety  if  more 
information  were  available. 

Road  accident  statistics  are  easy  to  obtain  because  all  accidents 
must  be  reported. 
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Home  accidents  are  not  reported.  Ministry  of  Health  Circular 
H.M.  (58)  12  and  Circular  6/58  drawing  attention  to  accidents  in 
the  home  and  asking  for  co-operation  between  hospitals  and 
Medical  Officers  of  Health  in  producing  records  of  accidents  has 
apparently  resulted  in  little  or  no  action.  Statistics  and  detail  of 
accidents  are  a basis  for  action  to  prevent  further  accidents. 

It  is  a pity  that  recent  legislation  making  available  Improvement 
Grants  did  not  make  some  specific  reference  and  requirement  to 
safety  in  the  home. 

The  help  given  to  the  Heanor  Home  Safety  Committee  by  the 
County  Council  Health  Visitors  in  the  Heanor  district  is  very  much 
appreciated. 

It  is  hoped  that  Officers  in  other  departments  will  keep  a 
special  eye  open  for  situations  which  might  cause  accidents.  It  is 
sometimes  possible  by  action  or  suitable  comment  to  rectify  some 
of  these  dangerous  situations. 

First  Aid. 

The  attention  of  the  Council  was  drawn  to  the  importance  of 
trained  first  aid  workers  and  first  aid  equipment.  Staff  will  be 
encouraged  to  obtain  the  necessary  training. 

It  is  important  to  remember  that  new  employees  need  to  be 
informed  of  arrangements  and  the  older  employees  reminded  at 
regular  intervals. 

The  prevention  of  serious  illness  by  the  timely  use  of  simple 
first  aid  treatment  is  well  known.  Often  the  cleaning  of  a cut  or 
scratch  and  apphcation  of  a ready  made  dressing  will  prevent  much 
discomfort  at  work  and  avoid  a period  of  illness. 

Simple  equipment  should  be  available  to  all  whether  they  work 
in  offices  or  elsewhere. 

Suicide. 

Four  men  and  one  woman  committed  suicide.  Four  by 
poisoning  (three  coal  gas)  and  one  by  hanging. 

The  ages  of  the  persons  ranged  from  46 — 70. 

Infectious  Disease. 

314  cases  of  infectious  disease  were  notified  during  1958. 

Apart  from  the  rather  high  incidence  of  Measles  the  incidence 
of  other  diseases  was  reasonable  and  compares  quite  favourably 
with  previous  years.  (See  tables  7 and  10). 


10 


Cases  were  notified  as  follows  : Measles  210,  Scarlet  Fever  39, 
Pneumonia  29,  Whooping  Cough  16,  Tuberculosis  14,  Dysentery 
4,  Puerperal  Pyrexia  1 and  Erysipelas  1. 

Tables  6,  7,  8,  9 and  10  give  details  of  age,  sex  distribution  and 
seasonal  incidence  of  these  diseases, 

MEASLES. 

The  outbreak  of  210  cases  occurred  mainly  in  the  spring  and 
early  summer  months  with  ninety-nine  cases  being  notified  in  May. 

In  all  but  one  case  children  under  ten  years  of  age  were  affected. 
Just  over  half  were  under  school  age  and  the  remainder  in  the  first 
five  years  at  school. 

SCARLET  FEVER. 

Notifications  have  fallen  to  thirty-nine  in  1958.  This  total  is 
appreciably  lower  than  the  yearly  average  in  Heanor  over  the  last 
ten  years  and  follows  last  year’s  high  incidence  of  eighty-nine  cases. 

The  disease  occurred  mainly  in  the  months  of  January,  May 
and  July  and  principally  affected  children  either  just  below  school 
age  or  in  their  first  two  years  at  school. 

It  is  a mild  disease  and  does  not  require  hospital  treatment. 
Modern  drugs  are  rapid  in  action  and  long  isolation  and  rest  is  no 
longer  required  in  the  majority  of  cases. 

PNEUMONIA. 

The  twenty-nine  cases  notified  give  a total  which  is  a little 
lower  than  the  general  incidence  over  the  last  few  years. 

Six  cases  occurred  in  children  of  school  age  or  under  but  as 
usual  the  older  age  groups  were  the  ones  mainly  affected. 

The  total  of  twenty-nine  may  quite  well  have  been  reduced  even 
further  had  it  not  been  for  the  widespread  outbreak  of  Influenza 
reported  on  last  year. 

This  outbreak  occurred  in  the  latter  part  of  1957  and  was 
probably  the  cause  of  five  cases  of  Influenzal  Pneumonia  which 
were  notified  at  the  beginning  of  the  year. 

If  this  was  the  case  then  the  incidence  would,  -under  normal 
conditions,  have  been  quite  reasonably  lower  than  any  of  the  years 
set  out  in  Table  10. 
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WHOOPING  COUGH. 

The  sixteen  cases  notified  represent  a very  low  incidence  when 
compared  with  earher  years  (see  Table  10). 

Most  notifications  were  received  in  the  winter  months  and  were 
almost  equally  divided  between  children  under  the  age  of  five  and 
in  the  early  school  years. 

Whooping  Cough  is  a troublesome  and  serious  disease  in 
young  children  and  babies.  It  is  not  always  realised  that  some 
protection  against  this  disease  can  be  given  by  vaccination  procedure. 
Whilst  it  may  not  prevent  the  disease  it  does  greatly  reduce  the 
possibility  of  severe  paroxysms  of  coughing  which  cause  lung 
damage  and  long  periods  of  low  health  with  increased  susceptibility 
to  respiratory  disease.  Advice  should  be  sought  from  the  family 
doctor. 

TUBERCULOSIS. 

Fourteen  new  cases  of  tuberculosis  were  notified  during  the 
year.  One  was  of  a non-respiratory  type  and  occurred  in  a woman 
of  forty-two.  All  but  two  of  the  thirteen  cases  of  respiratory  tuber- 
culosis occurred  in  persons  of  working  age. 

The  occupations  of  the  relevant  cases  were  varied. 

Details  of  sex  distribution  and  age  grouping  is  given  in  Table  6. 

Table  7 shows  that  this  is  the  fourth  year  in  succession  that 
notifications  have  been  reasonably  low. 

DYSENTERY. 

Notifications  have  again  gone  down  to  the  level  of  four  cases 
following  the  outbreak  in  1957. 

The  cases  were  unconnected — occurring  in  the  months  of 
January,  March,  May  and  October  in  a female  of  seventeen  and 
males  of  two,  seven  and  forty. 

This  latter  case  (the  man  of  forty)  was  involved  in  an  outbreak 
which  occurred  outside  the  Urban  District. 

OTHER  DISEASES. 

Only  two  other  notifications  were  received  these  being  a woman 
of  twenty-five  with  Puerperal  Pyrexia  and  a woman  of  sixty-five 
with  Erysipelas. 
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DIARRHOEA. 

Although  diarrhoea  is  not  officially  notifiable  it  is  known  that 
many  cases  do  occur  amongst  the  population.  Most  are  not  reported 
and  the  person  clears  up  without  any  trouble  apart  from  discomfort. 
Organisms  causing  the  diarrhoea  may  be  dangerous  and  deadly  to 
some  people,  particularly  young  babies. 

The  first  point  to  remember  is  that  cases  not  reported  cannot 
be  investigated.  Cases  reported  late  are  also  of  little  use. 

The  second  point  is  that  personal  cleanliness,  washing  hands 
after  using  the  lavatory  and  before  meals,  is  the  main  barrier  to  the 
spread  of  such  disease.  It  takes  only  one  careless  person  to  start  an 
outbreak. 

Provision  of  washing  facilities  and  their  maintenance  is  some- 
times poor  from  the  point  of  view  of  the  travelling  public. 

Having  trained  people  that  they  must  wash  their  hands  it  is  a 
crime  to  confront  them  with  a cold  water  tap,  a dirty  basin,  no 
towel  or  soap. 

Are  all  lavatories  used  by  the  public,  adults  and  children 
cleaned  and  swabbed  down  with  disinfectant  at  regular  intervals  ? 
Are  the  seats,  door  knobs,  chain  handles  done  properly  ? How 
many  housewives  do  these  jobs  regularly  at  home  ? Are  cleaners 
and  attendants  instructed  in  the  basic  facts  of  disease  prevention  ? 

Let  us  all  make  an  effort  to  see  that  we  do  all  we  should 
and  live  up  to  at  least  a minimum  standard. 

Food  Poisoning. 

During  the  year  reference  was  made  to  Circular  5/58  from  the 
Ministry  of  Health  and  the  subject  of  food  poisoning. 

After  consideration  of  the  18,500  cases  reported  in  England 
and  Wales  in  1956  the  following  conclusions  were  highhghted  and 
are  again  emphasised  to  all  concerned  in  handling  food. 

1.  Adequate  supervision  is  an  essential  in  all  stages  of  food 
handling,  from  place  of  production  to  consumer. 

2.  Attention  to  personal  hygiene  is  a big  factor  in  preventing 
contamination  of  foodstuffs  (e.g.  washing  of  hands, 
disinfection  of  toilets). 

3.  Facilities  must  be  provided  and  personnel  instructed. 

4.  Scrupulous  care  in  handling  food  at  all  stages  is  required, 
including  staffs  in  shops  and  kitchens. 
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5.  Training  of  food  handlers  (including  all  people  who  work 
in  food  shops  and  kitchens)  so  that  they  know  and  under- 
stand the  dangers. 

Not  enough  use  is  made  of  bacteriological  examinations  in 
safeguarding  the  consumer. 

It  should  be  common  practice  to  take  swabs  on  food  premises. 
This  would  give  a check  on  the  standard  of  hygiene  of  food  handlers 
and  on  the  care  of  foodstuffs. 

The  normal  surface  contamination  of  meat  sold  to  the  house- 
wife is  not  known.  Organisms  can  be  transferred  from  one  foodstuff 
to  another  by  handling.  If  dangerous  organisms  were  present  there 
could  be  danger  to  the  housewife  and  family. 

The  real  job  is  to  prevent  and  not  to  await  complaint  or  illness. 

Dogs. 

This  problem  rears  its  head  at  intervals.  Most  of  us  hke  dogs 
and  admire  them  but  their  habits  make  them  animals  many  of  us 
would  rather  someone  else  kept. 

There  is  no  doubt  however  that  if  both  owner  and  dog  are 
properly  trained  there  is  no  problem  at  all.  But  it  does  need  some 
effort.  A certificate  of  training  of  owner  and  dog  to  be  produced 
at  the  annual  time  of  licence  renewal  might  be  a way  of  tackling 
this  problem. 

As  an  instance  of  the  result  one  dog  is  seen  regularly  to  use  a 
pedestrian  crossing  and  gives  no  trouble  to  anyone.  “Blind”  dogs 
and  police  dogs  are  instances  of  the  value  of  training. 

Like  human  beings  dogs  can  carry  and  pass  on  disease.  This 
may  be  acquired  from  humans  or  other  dogs.  Proper  care  and  the 
assistance  of  a veterinary  surgeon,  if  needed,  are  necessary  parts  of 
dog  care. 


Prevention  of  Disease. 

Vaccination  and  Immunisation. 

POLIOMYELITIS. 

All  details  of  the  vaccination  scheme  are  arranged  and  carried 
out  by  the  County  Council  Staff  and  family  doctors. 

Persons  of  up  to  twenty-six  years  of  age  should  come  forward 
to  be  vaccinated,  it  must  be  done  in  advance.  Be  prepared. 
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Panic  vaccination  when  cases  occur 'will  not  protect  against 
immediate  infection. 

TUBERCULOSIS. 

The  B.C.G.  Vaccination  scheme  -carried  out  by  the  County 
Council  continues. 

WHOOPING  COUGH. 

Once  again  it  is  emphasised  that  it  is  well  worth  while  having 
young  children  and  babies  vaccinated  against  whooping  cough. 
Prevention  of  serious  illness  or  disability  is  relatively  easy. 

As  with  poliomyelitis,  a minor  procedure  such  as  a short  series 
of  injections  can  prevent  major  disability. 


Holidays  Abroad. 

Voluntary  protection  against  some  diseases  is  possible.  Most 
people  fulfil  the  requirement  of  the  Health  Authority  and  nothing 
else. 


Typhoid  and  paratyphoid  fevers  are  not  unusual  in  some 
foreign  countries.  H.M.  Forces  are  protected  against  these  diseases 
most  successfully  by  immunisation. 

Holidaymakers  have  returned  home  with  paratyphoid  fever 
and  some  have  had  to  have  treatment  abroad. 

Might  it  not  be  wise  for  families  to  take  reasonable  precaution 
where  it  is  possible  ? 
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Housing. 

In  connection  with  the  report  by  the  Chief  Public  Health 
Inspector  on  Housing  and  Improvement  Grants  the  following 
points  seem  relevant  and  should  be  borne  in  mind. 

1.  There  are  services  available  which  only  can  be  utilised  to 
the  full  when  satisfactory  conditions  are  available. 

More  people  have  their  illnesses  at  home  and  remain  under 
their  family  doctors. 

Health  Visitors,  Home  Helps  and  District  Nurses  work  in  the 
home. 

All  these  people  require  as  a basis  for  their  work  good  environ- 
mental conditions.  Sanitation  and  housing  should  be  good.  Damp 
insanitary  houses  can  lead  to  perpetuation  of  medical  conditions 
which  these  people  are  trying  to  advise  the  family  how  to  deal  with. 

No  family  is  able  to  develop  a proper  standard  of  living  in  a 
cramped  insanitary  dwelling. 

2.  It  should  be  firmly  understood  that  the  home  is  the  work- 
place of  the  women  who  have  to  train,  feed  and  bring  up  children 
and  care  for  the  older  ones. 

Nowadays  much  technical  equipment  is  used,  not  envisaged  in 
other  days. 

Space  is  required  for  washing  machines,  drying  cupboards  and 
refrigerators  as  minimum  equipment. 

3.  The  mental  outlook  of  the  family  is  also  bound  up  with 
the  accommodation  difficulties.  The  constant  irritation  from 
congestion  of  living  room  space,  the  difficulty  of  nursing  the  ill  or 
fractious  child  needs  patience  and  care  which  the  average  person 
may  not  possess.  Consequent  domestic  friction  causes  worry  at 
work  and  makes  a most  unhappy  result  of  housing  shortages. 

In  the  town  are  houses  which  have  no  damp  course  or  only  an 
inefficient  one.  This  problem  of  keeping  such  a house  dry  and  warm 
becomes  more  acute  with  increased  costs  of  fuel  and  the  changing 
habits  of  the  people.  Many  women  go  out  to  work  and  a fire  is  not 
lit  until  late  in  the  day.  Damp  courses  can  be  inserted. 
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MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 

The  office  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  at  Alfreton  serves 
Ilkeston  Borough  Council  and  Alfreton,  Heanor  and  Ripley  District 
Councils.  In  addition  the  Medical  Officer  is  also  an  Assistant 
County  Medical  Officer  with  the  Derbyshire  County  Council. 

The  area  served  has  an  estimated  population  of  100,050. 

The  Borough  and  each  District  is  dealt  with  entirely  separately, 
a fifth  separate  entity  being  the  County  Council.  Good  liaison 
exists  between  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  his  staff  and  members 
of  the  staff  of  all  five  authorities. 

This  grouping  makes  a most  interesting  and  sometimes  com- 
plicated job. 

All  meetings  are  held  in  the  evenings.  Attendance  is  repaid  by 
the  lively  and  interested  comments  made  by  individual  members  on 
matters  presented  in  monthly  reports. 


Summary  of  Statistics  (M.O.H.  Area). 

Population  (Estimated) 100,050 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  . . . . . . . . 32,708 

Population  per  Acre  6.17 

Live  Births  Registered  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  1,521 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  population  ..  ..  ..  15.20 

Birth  Rate  (England  and  Wales)  16.4 

Still  Births  Registered  . . . . . . . . . . 41 

Still  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  Births  (Live  and  Still)  . . 26.25 

Still  Birth  Rate,  (England  and  Wales)  . . . . . . 21.6 

Deaths  registered ^ 1,025 

Crude  Death  Rate  per  1,000  population  . . . . 10.24 

Death  Rate,  (England  and  Wales)  11.7 

Infant  Deaths  (under  1 year  of  age) 32 

Infant  Mortality  (per  1,000  Live  Births)  ..  .,  21.04 

Infant  Mortality  (England  and  Wales)  . . . . 22.5 

Neonatal  Deaths . . . . 21 

Neonatal  Mortality  per  1,000  Live  Births  . . . . 13.81 

Neonatal  Mortality,  (England  and  Wales)  . . 16.2 
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SUMMARY  OF  STATISTICS 


1.  — General  Statistics 

Area  in  Acres  4,636 

Population  (Estimated) 23,990 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  7,720 

Rateable  Value  £185,499 

Sum  represented  by  a Penny  Rate  . . . . £737 

Population  per  Acre  5.17 

2.  — Extracts  from  Vital  Statistics 

BIRTHS 

Live  Births  registered  343 

Illegitimate  Live  Births  per  cent  of  total  Live  Births  4.89 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  population 14.30 

Adjusted  Birth  Rate  (Comparability  Factor  0.98)  14.01 

Birth  Rate,  England  and  Wales 16.4 

Still  Births  registered  . . . . . . . . 11 

Still  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  Births  (Live  and  Still)  31.07 

Still  Birth  Rate,  England  and  Wales  . . . . 21.6 

DEATHS 

Deaths  registered  . . . . . . . . . . 274 

Crude  Death  Rate  per  1,000  population  . . 11.42 

Adjusted  Death  Rate  (Comparability  Factor  1 .24)  14. 1 6 

Death  Rate,  England  and  Wales  . . . . 11.7 

Maternal  Deaths  (Pregnancy,  Childbirth,  and 

Abortion)  

Maternal  Mortality  Rate 

Maternal  Mortality,  England  and  Wales  . . 0.43 

Infant  Deaths  (under  1 year  of  age)  . . . . 8 

Infant  Mortality  per  1,000  Live  Births  . . . . 23.32 

Infant  Mortality,  England  and  Wales  . . . . 22.5 

Infant  Deaths  (Legitimate)  under  1 year  of  age . . 8 

Infant  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000  Live  Births — 

legitimate  24.46 

Infant  Deaths  (Illegitimate)  under  1 year  of  age . . 

Infant  Mortahty  Rate  per  1,000  live  Births — 

illegitimate  . . . . . . . . . . - 

Infant  Deaths  (under  4 weeks  of  age)  . . . . 5 

Neonatal  Mortality  per  1,000  Live  Births  . . 14.58 

Neonatal  Mortality,  England  and  Wales  . . 16.2 
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Death  Rate  per  1,000  Population  from  : 

Tuberculosis,  Respiratory  . . 

Tuberculosis,  Respiratory,  England  and  Wales  . . 

Tuberculosis,  Other  Forms 

Tuberculosis,  Other  Forms,  England  and  Wales 

Cancer  of  Lung  and  Bronchus 

Cancer  of  Lung  and  Bronchus,  England  and 

Wales 

Cancer,  Other  Forms  . . . . . . 

Cancer,  Other  Forms,  England  and  Wales 


0.042 

0.089 

0.011 

0.208 

0.439 

1.667 

1.685 


TABLE  1 

BIRTHS 


Births 

M. 

Legitimate 

F. 

Total 

Illegitimate 
M.  F. 

Total 

Live 

168 

159 

327 

6 10 

16 

Still 

5 

5 

10 

1 

1 

TABLE 

STILLBIRTHS  — 

2 

1948-1958 

Year 

Number 

Rate  per  thousand  Births. 
{Live  and  Still). 

1948 

17 

33.93 

1949 

12 

26.37 

1950 

15 

36.58 

1951 

7 

17.03 

1952 

11 

35.42 

1953 

13 

32.66 

1954 

13 

33.94 

1955 

7 

21.53 

1956 

11 

28.38 

1957 

6 

17.19 

1958 

11 

31.07 

19 


TABLE  3 


INFANT  DEATHS 


Legitimate  Illegitimate 

Irtfant  Deaths  M.  F.  Total  M.  F,  Total 

Under  one  year  of  age  . . 6 2 8 

Under  four  weeks  of  age . . 3 2 5 


TABLE  4 


RATES  — COMPARATIVE  TABLES  — 1948-1958 


Year 

Population 

{Estimated) 

Birth 

Rate 

{Per  1,000 
of  the 
population) 

Death 

Rate 

{Per  1,000 
of  the 
population) 

Infant 

Mortality 

Rate 

{Per  1,000 
Live 
Births) 

1948 

24,190 

20.00 

9.26 

47.52 

1949 

24,350 

18.19 

10.47 

51.91 

1950 

24,360 

16.21 

11.65 

27.84 

1951 

24,350 

16.59 

10.43 

32.17 

1952 

24,220 

,14.61 

8.67 

31.07 

1953 

24,130 

15.95 

10.69 

38.96 

1954 

24,150 

15.32 

8.70 

10.81 

1955 

24,110 

13.19 

10.33 

50.31 

1956 

24,080 

15.70 

11.42 

31.75 

1957 

24,030 

14.27 

10.82 

29.15 

1958 

23,990 

14.30 

11.42 

23.32 
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TABLE  5 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH 

M.  F.  Total 


1. 

Tuberculosis,  Respiratory  . . 

1 

- 

1 

2. 

Tuberculosis,  Other  . . 

- 

- 

- 

3. 

Syphilitic  Disease 

- 

1 

1 

4. 

Diphtheria 

- 

- 

- 

5. 

Whooping  Cough 

- 

- 

- 

6. 

Meningococcal  Infection 

- 

- 

- 

7. 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  . . 

- 

- 

- 

8. 

Measles  

- 

- 

- 

9. 

Other  Infective  and  Parasitic  Diseases 

- 

- 

- 

10. 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Stomach 

4 

3 

7 

11. 

„ „ Lung,  Bronchus 

5 

- 

5 

12. 

„ „ Breast 

- 

7 

7 

13. 

„ „ Uterus 

- 

2 

2 

14. 

Other  Malignant  and  Lymphatic 
Neoplasms 

13 

11 

24 

15. 

Leukaemia,  Aleukaemia 

- 

- 

- 

16. 

Diabetes 

1 

3 

4 

17. 

Vascular  Lesions  of  Nervous  System 

19 

23 

42 

18. 

Coronary  Disease,  Angina 

28 

10 

38 

19. 

Hypertension  with  Heart  Disease  . . 

2 

7 

9 

20. 

Other  Heart  Disease 

16 

21 

37 

21. 

Other  Circulatory  Disease  . . 

8 

11 

19 

22. 

Influenza  

— 

- 

— 

23. 

Pneumonia 

7 

4 

11 

24. 

Bronchitis  

9 

3 

12 

25. 

Other  Diseases  of  Respiratory  System 

4 

1 

5 

26. 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  and  Duodenum  . . 

3 

— 

3 

27. 

Gastritis,  Enteritis  and  Diarrhoea  . . 

1 

— 

1 

28. 

Nephritis  and  Nephrosis 

2 

3 

5 

29. 

Hyperplasia  of  Prostate 

1 

- 

1 

30. 

Pregnancy,  Childbirth,  Abortion  . . 

- 

- 

- 

31. 

Congenital  Malformations  . . 

1 

- 

1 

32. 

Other  defined  and  Ill-defined  Diseases 

11 

12 

23 

33. 

Motor  Vehicle  Accidents 

— 

2 

2 

34. 

All  Other  Accidents 

7 

1 

8 

35. 

Suicide  

4 

1 

5 

36. 

Homicide  and  Operations  of  War  . . 

- 

1 

1 

All  Causes 

147 

127 

274 

21 


TABLE  6 
TUBERCULOSIS  1958 


Age 

New  Cases  Deaths 

Non-  Non- 

Respiratory  respiratory  Respiratory  respiratory 

Periods 

M, 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M.  F 

Under  one  year 

1—  . . 

5—  . . 

10—  .. 

, . — 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— — 

15—  .. 

..  1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

_ _ 

25—  .. 

..  1 

2 

- 

1 

- 

- 

— — 

45—  .. 

..  4 

2 

— 

— 

1 

— 

_ — 

65  and  upwards 

..  1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Total 

..  7 

6 

- 

1 

1 

- 

- 

TABLE  7 

CASES  OF  TUBERCULOSIS  NOTIFIED  1948-1958 


Non- 


Year 

Respiratory 
M.  F. 

Total 

Respiratory 
M.  F. 

Total 

Grand 

Total 

1948 

11 

11 

22 

6 

1 

7 

29 

1949 

14 

8 

22 

3 

3 

6 

28 

1950 

9 

6 

15 

1 

1 

2 

17 

1951 

10 

11 

21 

- 

4 

4 

25 

1952 

19 

12 

31 

1 

2 

3 

34 

1953 

12 

6 

18 

- 

4 

4 

22 

1954 

10 

9 

19 

1 

3 

4 

23 

1955 

7 

1 

8 

1 

1 

2 

10 

1956 

10 

3 

13 

— 

2 

2 

15 

1957 

8 

2 

10 

— 

2 

2 

12 

1958 

7 

6 

13 

- 

1 

1 

14 

22 


NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  (OTHER  THAN  TUBERCULOSIS)  DURING  THE  YEAR  1958 

Age  Groups  
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Scarlet  Fever  . . 
Smallpox 
Typhoid  Fever 
Whooping  Cough 
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NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  (OTHER  THAN  TUBERCULOSIS)  DURING  THE  YEAR  1958 

Seasonal  Incidence 
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FACTORIES  ACTS,  1937  and  1948 
Part  1 of  the  Act 

1.  Inspections  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including 
inspections  made  by  the  Public  Health  Inspectors). 


^ " - -- 

Number 

on 

Register 

Number  of 

Premises 

Inspec- 

tions 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sections  1, 

2,  3, 4 and  6,  are  to  be  enforced 
by  Local  Authorities 

42 

22 

_ 

_ 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in  (i)  in 
which  Section'?  is  enforced  by 
the  Local  Authority 

119 

19 

_ 

(iii)  Other  Premises  in  which  Sec- 
tion 7 is  enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority  (excluding  out- 
workers’ premises) 

2 

Total 

163 

41 

- 

- 

2.  Cases  in ^which ‘Defects  were  found. 


Particulars 

Nurnber  of  cases  in  which  defects 
were  found 

Number  of 
cases  in 
which 
prosecu- 
tions were 
instituted 

Found 

Remedied 

Refe 
To  H.M. 
Inspector 

rred 

By  H.M. 
Inspector 

Want  of  Cleanliness 
(S.l) 

Overcrowding  (S.2.)  . . 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Unreasonable  tempera- 
ture (S.3.)  . . 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

Inadequate  ventilation 
(S.4.) 

_ 

_ 

_ 

IneflFective  drainage  of 
floors  (S.6)  . . 

_ 

_ 

_ 

Sanitary  Conveniences 
(S.7)  (a)  insufficient 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

(b)  unsuitable  or 
defective  . . 

_ 

3 

3 

_ 

(c)  not  separate 
for  sexes  . . 

_ 

— 

_ 

_ 

Other  offences  against 
the  Act  (not  including 
offences  relating  to 
Outwork) 

Total 

- 

3 

- 

3 

- 
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Part  VIII  of  the  Act 

Outwork 


Nature  of  Work 

No.  of 
outworkers 
in 

August 

list 

No.  of 
cases  of 
default  in 
sending 
list  to 
the 

Council 

Notices 

Served 

Prosecu- 

tions 

Wearing  apparel — Making, 
etc. 

33 

Lace,  lace  curtains  and  nets 

4 

- 

- 

- 

Others  

- 

- 

- 

- 

Total 

37 

- 

- 

- 
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ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

CHIEF  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 
FOR  THE  YEAR  1958 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of 
the  Heanor  Urban  District  Council 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I beg  to  present  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year  1958. 

The  year  under  review  has  not  been  one  in  which  it  would  be 
possible  to  point  to  this  or  that  outstanding  feature  and  say  “it” 
was  there  that  real  progress  was  made. 

Rather  it  has  been  a year  of  solid,  determined  “slogging.”  It 
is  becoming  more  difficult  to  plan  ahead,  since  the  work  of  the 
Department  seems  to  become  more  and  more  at  the  mercy  of  events. 

In  the  sphere  of  housing,  five  dwellings  were  represented  as 
totally  unfit  and  some  thirty  houses  demolished.  The  problem  of 
what  to  do  with  those  “toothless  gaps”  created  by  demolishing 
houses  is  a very  real  one.  Seldom  it  is  that  the  sites  or  environment 
are  attractive  enough  to  encourage  owners  to  rebuild.  Meantime, 
no  matter  how  well  cleared  and  tidy  the  sites  are  left  they  become 
unsightly  if  not  by  illicit  dumping  of  rubbish,  then  by  the  growth 
of  weeds. 

The  time  may  well  come  in  the  future  when  we  shall  be  glad  to 
develop  such  sites,  for  surely  the  continued  encroaching  on  good 
agricultural  land  for  building  purposes,  must  eventually  stop. 

Changes  in  the  stafiing  of  the  Department  took  place  with  the 
resignation  in  October  of  Miss  Elaine  Lomas.  She  had  proved 
a most  capable  and  diligent  member  of  the  staff,  and  I was  very 
sorry  to  lose  her  services. 

Miss  Iris  Williamson  was  duly  appointed  to  fill  the  vacancy. 

Each  year  that  comes  brings  with  it  legislation  of  concern  to 
your  Health  Department.  In  this  respect  the  following  should  be 
mentioned  : — 

Food  Hygiene  (Amendment)  Regulations,  1957 
Clean  Air  Act,  1956  (Appointed  Day)  Order,  1958 
Clean  Air  : Dark  Smoke  (Permitted  Periods)  Regulations, 
1958 

Slaughterhouses  Act,  1958 
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VISITS  AND  INSPECTIONS  MADE,  1958 
Appointments  with  Owners,  Agents  and  Builders 

..  748 

Premises  inspected  on  complaint 

..  163 

Moveable  Dwellings 

55 

Cinemas  and  Theatres  . . 

4 

Drainage  Inspections 

..  513 

Smoke  Colour  and  Water  Tests  to  Drains 

..  231 

Factories  and  Workplaces 

41 

Offensive  Trades  . . 

2 

Infectious  Disease  and  Disinfection 

..  177 

Piggeries 

9 

Keeping  of  other  animals 

6 

Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act  . . 

27 

Dustbins  . . 

..  3,706 

Public  Conveniences 

..  832 

Salvage,  Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal 

..  445 

Re-visits  to  Property  under  Notice 

..  603 

Clean  Air  Act 

16 

House  inspected  re  Vermin 

13 

Dirty  Houses 

11 

Brook  Courses 

5 

Schools,  Churches  and  Chapels 

8 

Offensive  accumulations 

6 

Infestations  of  Insects,  etc 

14 

Small  sewage  disposal  units 

12 

Hairdressers  

5 

Overcrowding 

3 

Shops  Act  

90 

Subsidence  

..  453 

Cesspools 

2 

Flooding 

14 

HOUSES  INSPECTED  RE  : — 

Public  Health  Act,  1936  . . 

Total  . . 

..  8,214 

26 

Housing  Act,  1957 

122 

Housing  (Financial  Provisions)  Act, 

1958 

..  206 

Rent  Act,  1957 

48 

MEAT  AND  OTHER  FOODS  INSPECTIONS 
Slaughterhouses 

Total  . . 

..  402 

..  668 

Manufacture  of  Preserved  Food  Premises 

30 

Food  Stalls  and  Vehicles  . . 

• • 

..  471 

30 


Catering  Establishments 2 

Fish  Frying  Premises  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  18 

Bakehouses 6 

Shops  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  118 

Food  Depots  and  Stores 41 

Dairies,  Milk  Distributors’  Premises  and  Vehicles  . . 11 

Ice  Cream  Premises  . . . . . . . . . . 9 

Public  Houses  . . . . . . . . . . . . 62 


Total  ..  ..  1,436 

COMPLAINTS  

Number  of  complaints  received 163 

Number  referred  to  other  Departments  ..  ..  ..  11 

SUMMARY  OF  COMPLAINTS 

Defective  Closet  Accommodation  . . . . . . 14 

Defective  and  obstructed  drains  and  sewers  . . . . 71 

Excessive  emissions  of  smoke  . . . . . . . . 5 

Housing  defects  . . . . . . . . . . . . 56 

Keeping  of  animals  . . . . . . . . . . 3 

Offensive  accumulations  . . . . . . . . . . 3 

Miscellaneous  nuisances  . . . . . . . . . . 11 

NOTICES  ISSUED 

Number  of  Statutory  Notices  served  . . . . . . 5 

Number  of  Informal  Notices  served  . . . . . . 338 

Number  of  Notices  abated  . . . . . . . . 303 

SANITARY  IMPROVEMENTS  MADE  AND  DEFECTS 
REMEDIED  DURING  THE  YEAR,  UNDER  THE  PUBLIC 
HEALTH  ACT  AND  HOUSING  ACTS 

INTERIOR  OF  HOUSES 

Floors  re-laid  or  repaired  . . . . . . . . 84 

Windows  repaired  or  provided  with  sashcords  . . . . 106 

Walls  repaired  . . 285 

Ceilings  repaired 49 

Staircases  repaired  9 

Handrails  provided  to  staircases  . . . . . . . . 21 

Fireplaces  or  Ovens  repaired  . . . . . . . . 45 

Doors  repaired  . . . . . . . . . . . . 37 

Washing  coppers  provided  or  repaired 4 

Pantries  ventilated  or  repaired 8 

Food  Stores  provided  2 

BATHS,  LAVATORY  BASINS,  ETC. 

Baths  provided  . . . . . . . . . . . . 38 

Wash-hand  basins  provided  . . . . . . . . 36 

New  sinks  provided  . , . . . . . . . . 36 

Sink  waste  pipes  trapped  or  repaired 27 

Bath  waste  pipes  trapped  or  repaired 2 

Hot  water  systems  provided  39 
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WATER  SUPPLY 

Internal  Supply  of  water  provided  . . . . . . 2 

Water  service  pipes  renewed  . . . . . . . . 6 

New  taps  provided 13 

EXTERIOR  OF  HOUSES 

Roofs  repaired  or  renewed  . . . . . . . . 73 

Walls  pointed  or  repaired  . . . . . . . . . . 107 

Chimney  stacks  repaired  . . . . . . . . . . 44 

Eaves  and  Downspouting  provided  or  repaired  . . 59 

Damp-proof  courses  provided  . . . . . . . . 8 

DRAINAGE 

Downspouts  made  to  discharge  over  gulleys  . . . . 2 

Drains  opened  and  cleansed  61 

Drains  relaid  or  repaired  . . . . . . . . . . 108 

Additional  drains  provided  64 

Inspection  Chambers  repaired 37 

New  Inspection  Chambers  provided  . . . . . . 45 

New  gully  traps  provided 129 

Drains  tested  with  smoke,  water  or  colour  . . . . 231 

Soil  pipes  repaired  etc 6 

Drains  ventilated 14 

Water  removed  from  cellars  6 

Drains  connected  to  main  sewer 2 

Small  sewage  disposal  units  constructed  . . . . 1 

YARDS  AND  OUTBUILDINGS 

Coalhouses  built  or  repaired  16 

Yards  paved  or  repaired 36 

PRIVIES,  PAIL  CLOSETS,  CESSPOOLS,  W.C.’S 

Water  closet  accommodation  repaired  . . . . . . 36 

Water  closets  provided  with  new  pedestals  . . . . 60 

Defective  water  service  repaired  . . . . . . . . 9 

Defective  flushing  cisterns  repaired  or  renewed  . . 15 

Additional  W.C.  accommodation  provided  . . . . 24 

New  urinals  erected  . . . . . . . . . . 1 


SUMMARY  OF  REGISTERED  PREMISES 


Slaughterhouses 12 

Offensive  Trade  Premises  1 

Bakehouses  6 

Fish  Frying  Premises 18 

Ice  Cream  Premises  92 

Other  Food  Preparing  Premises  21 

Dairies  (other  than  Dairy  Farms)  6 
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HOUSING 


In  the  past  it  was  generally  an  up-hill  battle  to  obtain  the 
essential  repair  of  houses.  It  has,  however,  now  become  apparent 
that  the  scene  is  changing.  Changing  for  the  better,  in  that  most 
property  owners  prove  less  reluctant  to  comply  with  notices  requiring 
the  execution  of  repair  work.  As  a result  more  repairs  are  being 
carried  out  in  compliance  with  “preliminary  notices,”  thus  obviating 
the  necessity  of  having  recourse  to  statutory  action. 

Fewer  complaints  were  made  at  the  Department,  concerning 
disrepair,  and  we  can  well  imagine  that  in  the  not  too  distant  future 
yet  another  phase  in  the  sphere  of  housing  will  come  about.  A 
phase  whence,  as  required  by  section  3 of  the  Housing  Act,  1957, 
it  will  be  necessary  to  systematically  inspect  the  District  to  discover 
bad  housing  conditions. 

As  the  emphasis  on  repair  work  gradually  declines,  so  we  shall 
see  an  ever  increasing  importance  attached  to  providing  in  the 
homes,  those  amenities  which  mean  so  much  to  our  modem  concept 
of  living.  I refer,  of  course,  to  the  provision  of  bathrooms,  hot 
water  supplies  and  indoor  water  closets,  etc. 

Subsidence  due  to  coal  mining  continued  to  take  its  toll  in 
many  parts  of  the  District,  considerable  damage  being  done  to 
residential  property.  No  less  than  fifteen  houses  were  rendered 
totally  unfit,  thereby  necessitating  total  demolition. 

In  many  cases  houses  are  so  damaged  that  it  is  impossible  to 
undertake  repair  work  whilst  they  are  still  occupied.  In  some  cases 
this  often  involves  a major  upheaval  in  the  life  of  the  occupants, 
since  it  may  involve  splitting  up  the  family  among  relations,  and 
furniture  being  put  in  store. 

This,  and  the  fact  that  on  occasion,  emergency  rehousing  was 
required,  caused  some  concern.  Hence,  in  order  to  help  the  National 
Coal  Board  in  this  problem,  about  nine  new  Council  houses  were 
temporarily  made  available  to  the  Board. 

During  the  month  of  March  a Sub-Committee  comprising  the 
Chairman  of  the  Housing  Management  Committee,  the  Chairman 
of  the  Pubhc  Health  Committee,  the  Housing  Manager  and  myself 
met  to  consider  the  rehousing  of  famihes  occupying  condemned 
property  ; to  examine  this  problem  in  the  light  of  the  availabihty 
of  new  council  houses  and  to  assess  the  urgency  of  rehousing  as 
apphcable  to  each  family. 

Careful  consideration  was  given  to  a prepared  fist  of  twenty- 
eight  famihes  still  occupying  dwellings  unfit  for  human  habitation. 
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The  Sub-Committee  were  of  the  opinion  that  of  these  twenty- 
eight  families  eleven  were  urgently  in  need  of  rehousing. 

If  the  problem  had  been  merely  the  allocation  of  a new  Council 
house  or  bungalow,  then  its  solution  would  have  been  comparatively 
easy.  Such,  however,  was  not  the  case  because  the  peculiar  require- 
ments and  needs  of  each  individual  family  had  to  receive  careful 
consideration. 

The  greatest  stumbling  block  to  speedy  rehousing  was  the  fact 
that  mostly  “re-let”  houses  of  the  pre-war  type,  having  lower 
rentals,  were  required.  Indeed,  of  the  eleven  families  already 
mentioned,  over  half  required  such  “re-lets.” 

It  might  be  said  that  some  attempt  should  be  made  to  olfer 
newly  built  houses  to  tenants  of  the  older  type  Council  house  in 
order  that  the  latter  might  become  available  for  Slum  Clearance 
purposes.  It  was  thought  however,  that  this  would  only  have  a 
very  limited  appeal  since  the  difference  in  rents  was  considerable  : 
and  in  any  case,  tenants  would  prove  reluctant  to  leave  the  locality 
where  they  had  lived  so  long  and  had  their  “roots”  so  firmly 
established. 

One  cannot  move  Council  house  tenants  from  house  to  house 
like  so  many  pawns  in  a game  of  chess. 

The  Sub-Committee  felt  that  in  dealing  with  the  re-housing  of 
families  from  condenmed  property,  a stage  had  now  been  reached 
whence  a solid  hard  core  of  families  having  particular  requirements 
remained. 

The  solution  to  the  problem  was  hard  to  find  and  seemed 
entirely  dependent  on  the  availability  of  those  Council  houses 
having  the  lowest  rentals. 

WORK-IN-DEFAULT 

On  occasions  it  becomes  necessary  for  the  Council  to  undertake 
work  in  default  of  owners  who  have  failed  to  comply  with  the 
requirements  of  a Statutory  Notice. 

Such  steps,  however,  are  not  taken  until  the  owner  concerned 
has  had  every  opportunity  to  have  the  necessary  work  carried  out. 

Once  your  Health  Committee  has  decided  to  take  statutory 
action,  detailed  specifications  of  the  required  work  are  prepared  in 
accordance  with  the  notice,  and  quotations  are  then  invited  from 
about  six  local  Builders. 

It  often  happens  that  the  time  lag  between  the  service  of,  say  a 
notice  under  Section  9 of  the  Housing  Act  1957,  and  the  actual 
acceptance  of  a quotation,  is  considerable. 
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This  brings  with  it  difficulties,  since  more  items  of  disrepair, 
not  previously  included  in  the  notice,  may  have  developed.  It  is 
often  difficult  therefore,  to  get  this  additional  repair  work  done, 
because  it  cannot  be  included  in  the  specifications  without  the 
written  permission  of  the  owner. 

A summary  of  the  action  taken  by  the  Council  in  default  of 
the  Owners  is  set  out  hereunder  : — 

Cost  of  Work 
Undertaken  by 

Address  of  Property  the  Council 

No.  18  Queen  Street,  Langley  Mill  . . . . £99  2 1 

No.  19  Thorpes  Road,  Heanor  . . . . £125  19  9 


HOUSES  REPRESENTED  AS  UNFIT 


Property 

11  Scrap  Row,  Stoneyford 

55  55 

55  55 

55  55 


IZ 

13 

14 

15 


Result  at  end  of  year 
. Action  pending. 


DEMOLITION  ORDERS  SERVED 
Property 

80  Lee  Lane,  Langley. 


HOUSES  DEMOLISHED 


30 

31 
11 
12 

13 

14 
3 
5 
7 

15 


Property 

Church  Street,  Heanor 

55  55  55 

East  Nelson  Street,  Heanor 

55  55  55  55 

55  55  55  55 

55  55  55  55 

Mount  Street,  Heanor 
Nelson  Street,  Heanor 

>5 

>>  55 


Remarks 

Demohtion  Order  operative. 

55  55  55 

55  55  55 

55  55  55 

55  55  55 

55  55  55 

55  55  55 

55  55  55 

55  55  55 

55  55  55 
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28  Breach  Road,  Marlpool 
167  Breach  Road,  Langley 
169 

1^1  J>  99 

173 

^ ))  J>  JJ 

Formerly  No.  47  Lee  Lane,  Langle; 
80  Lee  Lane,  Langley  . . 

9 Bridge  Street,  Langley  Mill 

11  99  99  99 

13 

99  99  99 

15  jj  55 

16  Scrap  Row,  Stoneyford 

1 1 The  Nook,  Loscoe  . . 

12 

99  99  99 

38  Crosshill,  Codnor 


92  Heanor  Road,  Codnor 


94 

96 

98 

100 


5?  99 

99  99 

99  99 

99  99 


99 


99 


Demolished  Voluntarily. 
Demolition  Order  operative. 

99  99  99 

99  99  99 

99  99  99 

Undertaking  not  to  re-let. 
Demolition  Order  operative. 


99  99  99 

99  99  99 

99  99  99 

99  99  99 

99  99  99 

Undertaking  not  to  relet. 

99  99  99 


Demolished  Voluntarily, 
(damaged  by  mining  sub- 
sidence). 

Demolition  Order  operative. 
Undertaking  not  to  re-let. 

Demolition  Order  operative. 

??  9?  99 


HOUSES  MADE  FIT 


Property 

241  Station  Road,  Langley  Mill 
10  The  Nook,  Loscoe  . . 

131  Codnor  Gate,  Codnor 


Remarks 

Undertaking  not  to  re-let. 
Undertaking  to  repair. 

99  99  99 


UNDERTAKINGS  ACCEPTED 


12  Denby  Lane,  Loscoe  . . 


14 


99  99 


99 


Undertaking  to  repair. 

99  99  99 


CLOSING  ORDERS 
Property 

27  Abbott  Street,  Heanor. 
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The  following  is  a summary  of  the  Register  of  Individual  Unfit 
Houses  and  those  houses  still  occupied  at  the  end  of  the  year  : — 

Demolition  Closing  Orders 
Orders  and  Undertakings 


No.  of  Houses  No.  of  Houses 
Houses  Occupied  Houses  Occupied 


Central  Ward  . . 

..  Nil 

Nil 

4 

Nil 

East  Ward 

2 

1 

2 

Nil 

North  Ward  . . 

6 

1 

14 

6 

South  Ward  . . 

9 

Nil 

1 

Nil 

South  West  Ward 

..  12 

3 

12 

1 

West  Ward  . . 

..  Nil 

Nil 

4 

1 

West  Central  Ward  . . 

4 

1 

2 

Nil 
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6 

39 

8 

HOUSING  STATISTICS. 

HOUSES  IN  CLEARANCE  AREAS  AND  UNFIT  HOUSES 

ELSEWHERE. 

A.  HOUSES  DEMOLISHED. 


Displaced  during 


year 


In  Clearance  Areas. 

(1)  Houses  unfit  for  human  habitation  . . 

(2)  Houses  included  by  reason  of  bad 

arrangement,  etc.  

(3)  Housing  on  land  acquired  under  Sect. 
43(2)  Housing  Act,  1957 

Not  in  Clearance  Areas. 

(4)  As  a result  of  formal  or  informal  pro- 

cedure under  Sect.  17(1)  Housing  Act, 
1957  

(5)  Local  Authority  owned  houses  certified 
unfit  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health. . 

(6)  Houses  unfit  for  human  habitation 

where  action  has  been  taken  under 
Local  Acts  

(7)  Unfit  houses  included  in  unfitness 
Orders 


Houses 

Demolished 

Persons 

Families 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

28 

29 

8 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 
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B.  UNFIT  HOUSES  CLOSED 


! 

Number 

Persons 

Families 

(s) 

Under. Sections  16(4),  17(1)  and  35(1), 
Housing  Act,  1957 

5 

25 

9 

(9) 

(10) 

Under  Sections  17(3)  and  26  Housing 

Act,  1957  

Parts  of  buildings  closed  under  Section 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

18,  Housing  Act,  1957 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

c. 

UNFIT  HOUSES  MADE  FIT  AND  HOUSES  IN  WHICH  DEFECTS 

WERE  REMEDIED. 

By  Owner 

By  Local  Authority 

(11) 

(12) 

After  informal  action  by  local  authority 
After  formal  notice  under — 

224 

(a)  Public.  Health  Act 

1 

Nil 

(b)  Section  9 and  Section  16,  Housing 

Act,  1957  

3 

4 

(13) 

Under  Section  24,  Housing  Act,  1957 . . 

Nil 

D.  UNFIT  HOUSES  IN  TEMPORARY  USE  (Housing  Act,  1957). 


No.  of 

No.  of  separate 

..dwellings  con- 

houses 

tained  in  column 

(1) 

Position  at  end  of.  Year. 

(1) 

(2) 

(14)  Retained  for^temporaiy  accommodation 

(a)  under  Section  48  . . 

Nil 

Nil 

(b)  under  Section  17(2) 

Nil 

Nil 

(c)  under  SectioA  . 46 

Nil 

Nil 

(15)  Licensed  for  teniporary  occupation 

V 

« under  Section  34  or  53  “ . v — : ; 

Nil  - • - 

E.  PURCHASE  OF  HOUSES  BY  AGREEMENT..  . . , „ 


No.  of 

No.  of~occupants 
of  houses  in 

houses 

column  (1) 

(1) 

(2) 

(16)  Houses  in  Clearance  Areas  other  than 
those  included  in  ^confirmed  Clearance 
Orders  or  Compulsory  Purchase  Orders, 
purchased  in  the  year  . . 

Nil 

Nil 
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NUMBER  OF  NEW  HOUSES  COMPLETED 
DURING  1958  IN  WARDS 
Langley  Langley  & 

Heanor  Mill  ) Marlpool  Loscoe  Codnor 
By  Local  Authority  — 48  — — " 

By  Private  Enterprise  . . 6 1 9 11  8 

Totals  " 6 49  9 11  ' 8 


By  Local  Authority  . . . . 48 

By  Private  Enterprise  . . 35 

Total  . . 83 


The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  houses  erected  since  1925  : — 


Year 

Houses 
Erected 
by  the 
Council 

Subsidy  Houses 
Erected  by 
Private 
Enterprise 

Non-Subsidy 
Houses  Erected 
by  Private 
Enterprise 

Total 

1925 



78 

23 

101 

1926 

— 

42 

13 

55 

1927 

50 

35 

9 

94 

1928 

90 

25 

10 

125 

1929 

112 

28 

7 

147 

1930 

— 

— 

19 

19 

1931 

10 

— 

28 

38 

1932 

138 

— 

52 

190 

1933 

26 

— 

100 

126 

1934 

52 

— 

150 

202 

1935 

19 

- — 

139 

158 

1936 

56 

— 

149 

205 

1937 

— 

. — 

122 

122 

1938 

106 

— 

142 

248 

1939 

— 

— 

79 

79 

1940  to  1945 

— 

— 

13 

13 

• 1946 

Pre  50  fabs 

— 

30 

80 

1947 

‘ 66 

— 

46 

112 

1948 

90 

— 

-1 

91 

1949 

155 

— 

10 

165 

1950 

121 

— 

21 

142 

1951 

84 

— 

13 

97 

1952 

82 

— 

8 

90 

1953 

70 

— 

32 

102 

1954 

117 

32 

.149 

1955 

71 

— 

42 

113 

1956 

80 

— , 

34 

114 

1957 

75 

— 

38 

113 

1958 

48 

— 

35 

83 

Totals  . . 

'1,768 

208 

■ 1,397 

-3,373  - 
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COUNCIL  HOUSES 


During  the  year  seventeen  families  living  in  condemned 
property  were  rehoused  in  Council  houses. 

I am  indebted  to  Mr.  M.  Gascoyne,  Housing  Manager,  for 
supplying  the  undermentioned  details  concerning  applications  for 
the  Council’s  houses  and  bungalows  : — 


APPLICATIONS  FOR  HOUSES 

Number  of  householder  applicants  . . . . 224 

Number  of  lodger  applicants  199 

423 

APPLICATIONS  FOR  BUNGALOWS 

Number  of  householder  applicants  . . . . 200 

Number  of  lodger  applicants  . . . . . . 39 

239 


Total  number  of  applications  . . . . . . 662 


When  compared  with  the  year  1957  the  number  of  applicants 
on  the  Housing  Register  has  increased  by  eleven. 


IMPROVEMENT  GRANTS 

The  work  of  the  Public  Health  Inspector  is  seldom  spectacular. 
His  achievements  are  not  in  the  public  eye  as  those  of  his  colleague 
the  Surveyor,  who  can  proudly  point  to  new  road  development 
works,  new  housing  estates,  new  bridges  and  so  on. 

During  recent  years,  however,  the  field  of  housing  improvement 
grants  has  afforded  the  Health  Inspector  a new  and  most  satisfying 
sphere  of  work  where  the  fruits  of  his  labours  and  knowledge  are 
more  tangible,  and  hence  the  more  appreciated  by  the  general 
public. 

In  no  other  section  of  our  work  have  I had  more  letters  of 
apprection  and  thanks  to  my  staff  and  myself  for  the  help  and 
advice  we  have  given  in  connection  with  applications  for  improve- 
ment grants. 

The  improvement  of  houses  lacking  modern  amenities  is  a 
challenge,  not  only  to  the  Council,  but  to  we  in  the  Health  Depart- 
ment. We  should  gladly  accept  this  challenge,  and  tackle  the 
problem  with  the  same  enthusiasm  and  foresight  which  brought 
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about  the  abolition  of  pail  closets  ; the  provision  of  a proper 
public  cleansing  service  ; the  provision  of  a pure  and  wholesome 
water  supply  to  every  house — and  so  on. 

There  are  still  hundreds  of  well  built  houses  in  this  District 
having  no  bathrooms  or  internal  water  closets.  There  are  still  many 
many  houses  where  the  only  means  of  providing  hot  water  is  the 
pan  or  kettle  on  the  fire,  or  the  gas  ring.  “Bath-night”  with  the  old 
tin  bath  on  the  hearth,  conjures  up  visions  of  boiling  pans  of  water 
on  the  living  room  fire  and  on  the  stove  in  the  scullery,  and  clouds 
of  steam  making  the  ground  floor  rooms  resemble  the  inside  of  a 
Turkish  bath. 

The  slogan  should  be,  “In  every  house,  a bathroom.”  To  this 
end  everything  possible  should  be  done  to  encourage  owners  to  take 
advantage  of  the  Improvement  Grant  Scheme. 

Disappointingly  so,  about  ninety-nine  per  cent  of  the  applic- 
ations received  have  been  from  owner-occupiers.  The  great  need 
therefore  is  to  convince  landlords  that  it  is  mutually  advantageous 
to  them  and  to  their  tenants,  to  improve  their  property  by  providing 
modern  amenities.  But  the  main  stumbling  block  in  this  direction 
has  proved  to  be  the  requirement  that  the  house  to  be  improved  shall 
be  in  a good  state  of  repair. 

Many  houses  are  still  suffering  from  the  neglect  and  shortage  of 
materials  of  the  war  years  and  after.  Hence,  bearing  this  in  mind  it 
should  be  possible  to  devise  an  improvement  grant  scheme  which 
would  enable  owners  to  give  an  undertaking  that  the  desired  repair 
work  would  be  completed  at  the  end  of  a period  of  years.  Meantime, 
they  should  be  paid  the  amount  of  grant. 

Briefly,  there  is  a need  then,  for  less  stringent  requirements  in 
the  matter  of  repairing  houses  ; and  it  is  suggested  that  by  this 
means  owners  would  be  encouraged  to  improve  their  tenanted 
property  more  readily  than  at  present. 

During  the  year  twenty  apphcations  for  Improvements  were 
received  and  of  these,  two  were  subsequently  withdrawn. 

The  Scheme  was  suspended  for  the  first  three  months  of  the 
year,  and  this  probably  accounted  for  the  reduced  number  of  applic- 
ations received,  when  compared  with  those  of  1957.  The  total  grant 
made  in  respect  of  the  eighteen  applications  was  £2,357  thus  making 
an  average  grant  of  some  £131  per  house. 

Actually  the  sum  of  £4,454  was  paid  out  in  grants  during  the 
year,  but  this  of  course  included  a back-log  from  1957. 
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RENT  ACT,  1957 

As  was  to  be  expected  the  spate  of  applications  for  Certificates 
of  Disrepair,  and  the  number  of  enquiries  at  the  Department,  have 
steadily  declined  since  first  the  Act  came  into  operation. 

Indeed  the  number  of  applications  for  Certificates  totalled 
twenty-five  ; there  being  fifty-four  during  the  year  1957. 

In  some  instances  tenants  were  rather  at  a loss  to  know  what 
to  do  after  the  landlord  had  failed  to  honour  an  undertaking  to 
repair  their  houses  within  the  requisite  period  of  six  months. 

It  may  be  of  interest  to  record  the  following  case.  A tenant  of 
a decontrolled  house  complained  to  the  Department  of  excessive 
dampness  and  certain  items  of  disrepair.  The  “preliminary”  notice 
was  served  on  the  owner  concerned,  whose  immediate  reaction  was 
to  give  the  tenant  notice  to  quit.  Ultimately,  court  action  ensued 
and  an  order  for  possession  made.  The  tenant  was  subsequently 
rehoused  by  the  Council. 

I have  cited  this  case  in  order  to  emphasise  that  the  advent  of 
the  Rent  Act,  brought  the  added  problem  of  how  best  to  obtain 
the  repair  of  a decontrolled  dwelhng  house,  without  bringing  down 
the  wrath  of  the  landlord  on  the  head  of  the  tenant  to  such  a degree 
that  notice  to  terminate  the  tenancy  was  given. 

In  those  circumstances,  therefore,  where  the  dwelhng  house  is 
decontrolled  and  the  tenant  has  no  security  of  tenure,  and  action  is 
required  in  respect  of  disrepair,  it  has  become  necessary  to  explain 
to  the  occupier  that  in  the  event  of  a notice  being  served  on  the 
Landlord  to  execute  the  repair  work,  there  exists  the  possibility  of  a 
notice  to  quit  being  served. 

As  was  to  be  expected  the  number  of  applications  for  Certificate 
of  Disrepair  rapidly  declined  during  the  year,  only  twenty-five  being 
received. 


The  following  is  a summary  of  the  action  taken  : — 


Number  of 
Applications  for 
Certificate  of 
Disrepair 
{Form  I) 

Number  of  Notices 
to  Landlords  of 
Pr^osals  to  issue 
Certificates  of 
Disrepair 
{Form  J) 

Number  of 
Landlords 
Undertakings 
Received 
{Form  K) 

Number  of  Certificates 
of  Disrepair  issued 
{Form  L) 

Some  defects 

All  defects 

25 

1 

29 

1 

24 

16  . 

11 

Strangely  enough  no  applications  for  cancellation  of  certificates  of  disrepair 
were  received. 
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MOVEABLE  DWELLINGS 

Nine  applications,  five  of  which  were  “renewals,”  were  received 
for  licences  to  station  and  use  caravans  on  sites  in  the  District.  Seven 
licences  were  granted. 

Two  applications  were  received  in  respect  of  developing  land 
as  sites  for  moveable  dwellings,  but  these  were  refused. 

OUTWORKERS 

In  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  Section  1 10  of  the  Factories 
Act,  1937,  thirteen  lists  containing  the  names  and  addresses  of  one 
hundred  and  two  outworkers,  were  received  during  the  year.  Par- 
ticulars relating  to  eighteen  outworkers,  resident  outside  the  area, 
were  forwarded  to  the  local  authorities*  concerned. 

A summary  of  outworkers  resident  in  this  District  whose  names 
appeared  on  the  August  lists,  together  with  the  nature  of  work,  is 
set  out  hereunder  : — 

No,  of  Outworkers 


Nature  of  Work  No.  of  Premises  Females 

Wearing  apparel — making,  etc.  33  33 

Lace,  lace  curtains  and  nets  . . 4 4 
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DISINFESTATION 

The  following  is  a summary  of  disinfestation  work  carried  out 
by  your  Health  Department  during  the  year  : — 

Bugs  Other  Insects  Total 

Number  of  houses  treated  . . 3 1 4 

Number  of  rooms  treated  . . 8 4 12 


CLEAN  AIR 

Much  has  been  said  and  written  concerning  the  harmful  effects 
of  atmospheric  pollution.  Tts  effects  on  ourselves  and  on  our 
environment  is  so  insidious  that  we  fail  to  reaUse  the  potency  of 
such  a powerful  enemy. 

The  advent  of  the  Clean  Air  Act  has  done  little  to  catch  the 
public  imagination,  save  perhaps  in  those  Districts  where  Smoke 
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Control  Areas  have  come  into  operation.  There,  of  course,  those 
owners  or  occupiers  involved  in  certain  expenditure  necessary  to 
comply  with  the  Smoke  Control  Orders,  have  realised  that  the  Act 
is  not  just  another  piece  of  legislation  with  which  one  is  in  agreement 
but  which  on  the  other  hand,  one  need  not  bother  about. 

It  seems  therefore,  as  the  spread  of  Smoke  Control  Areas 
continues  so  will  come  the  wider  appreciation  of  the  fact  that 
atmospheric  pollution  is  everyone’s  concern. 

Accurate  information  as  to  the  extent  of  air  pollution  in  one’s 
District  is  a vital  necessity.  TJiough  such  information  must  be 
obtained  over  considerable  periods,  eventually  sufficient  data  is 
obtained  which  gives  some  idea  as  to  the  extent  of  pollution. 

Bearing  this  in  mind  your  Health  Committee  wisely  decided 
that  certain  recording  apparatus  should  be  purchased.  Accordingly 
during  the  month  of  April,  a standard  deposit  gauge  was  sited  in  the 
rear  garden  at  No.  20  George  Street,  Langley  Mill,  through  the 
kind  co-operation  of  Councillor  Mrs.  A.  Barnes,  and  a daily  smoke 
filter  was  set  up  in  the  Health  Department. 

The  following  is  a summary  of  the  analysis  of  matter  collected 
in  the  deposit  gauge. 

ATMOSPHERIC  DEPOSIT  GAUGE 


Month 

Rainfall 
in  inches 

Water- Insoluble 
matter  in  Tons  per 
sq.  mile 

Water-Soluble 
matter  in  Tons  per 
sq.  mile 

Totals 

June 

4.32 

6.09 

7.84 

13.93 

July 

4.35 

3.52  ' 

4.15 

7.67 

August 

2.67 

4.61 

3.06 

7.67 

September . . 

2.90 

6.03 

2.31 

8.34 

October  . . 

2.66 

3.11 

3.95 

7.06 

November. . 

1.02 

2.32 

2.82 

5.14 

December . . 

3.17 

3.91 

4.17 

8.08 

It  will  be  seen  that  the  average  monthly  amount  of  total  solids 
deposited  over  the  seven  months  during  which  the  gauge  was  in 
operation,  was  8.27  tons  per  sq.  mile. 
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Results  obtained  from  the  daily  smoke  filter  are  summarised 
hereunder. 

DAILY  SMOKE  FILTER 


Rainfall 
in  inches 

Concentration  of  Smoke 
in  m.g.  per  100  cubic  metres  of  air 

Month 

Average  Value 

Highest  Value 

Lowest  Value 

May  . . 

3.07 

13.15 

27.10 

8.37 

June  . . 

4.77 

14.46 

23.68 

6.57 

July  . . 

5.02 

11.66 

21.87 

5.48 

August 

2.84 

11.55 

19.79 

4.30 

September 

2.88 

8.35 

28.35 

1.07 

October 

3.05 

14.40 

32.92 

4.34 

November  . . 

1.31 

25.77 

57.61 

13.62 

December  . . 

4.24 

20.69 

51.55 

6.62 

The  results  of  the  monthly  rainfall  given  above  were 
obtained  from  the  rain  gauge  situated  in  the  grounds  of  the  Council 
Offices. 


REGISTER  OF  RAINFALL  FOR  1958. 


Summary  of  observations  taken  at  the  Memorial  Park,  Heanor,  by 


Mr.  J.  H.  Garside,  Surveyor 

: — 

Inches 

Days  of  Rain 

January 

3.45 

on 

14 

February 

5.71 

ff 

15 

March 

2.61 

ff 

11 

April  . . 

1.04 

5 

May  . . 

3.07 

99 

18 

June  . . 

. ; 

4.77 

18 

July 

5.02 

17 

August 

2.84 

15 

September 

2.88 

99 

17 

October 

3.05 

99 

15 

November 

1.31 

ff 

8 

December 

4.24 

99 

21 

Total 

. . 39.99 

99 

174 

1957 

. . 33.41 

171 

1956 

. . 30.91 

138 

1955 

..  21.21 

99 

105 

1954 

31.34 

99 

150 

1953 

. . 23.32 

99 

114 

1952 

. . 22.75 

99 

112 

1951 

. . 28.96 

144 
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PUBLIC  CLEANSING  SERVICE 


REFUSE  COLLECTION 

It  is  pleasing  to  report  that  a weekly  collection  of  refuse 
throughout  the  District  was  maintained  during  the  year,  despite  the 
steady  increase  in  the  number  of  new  dwellings,  and  the  increasing 
bulk  of  the  refuse. 

Only  on  two  occasions,  namely  the  25th  and  26th  of  February, 
was  it  found  impossible  for  the  service  to  operate,  due  to  heavy  falls 
of  snow.  No  alterations  to  the  present  system  of  collection  were 
necessary  ; nor  had  the  number  of  workmen  employed  to  be 
increased. 

It^has  been  said  that  an  “army  marches  on  its  belly.”  Hence 
by  analogy  one  might  perhaps  say  that  a refuse  collection  service 
progresses  according  to  the  efficiency  of  its  transport  system.  In 
turn  the  efficiency  of  the  latter  solely  depends  on  the  careful  and 
constant  maintenance  of  each  vehicle.  This  can  only  be  accompHshed 
if  a definite  system  of  maintenance  is  operated,  with  each  vehicle 
having  a maintenance  record  card  in  much  the  same  manner  as  a 
Doctor  has  his  patients’  medical  record  card. 

The  engines  of  refuse  collection  lorries  have,  of  necessity, 
long  running  periods,  with  relative  short  mileages  covered.  Hence, 
any  scheme  of  maintenance  should  be  based  on  time  and  not  the 
actual  mileage  travelled. 

The  driver  and  the  skilled  mechanic  each  have  their  role  to 
play  in  proper  vehicle  maintenance. 

I am  a firm  believer  in  the  fact  that  every  driver  should  be 
encouraged  to  take  a pride  in  his  lorry  in  much  the  same  way  as  in 
former  days  the  groom  took  a pride  in  his  horse.  To  this  end  it 
should  be  his  responsibihty  to  attend  to  such  minor  details  as 
“topping  up”  the  battery  and  radiator  ; keeping  the  engine  oil  to 
the  correct  level  and  ensuring  correct  tyre  pressures  etc. 

Among  the  driver’s  duties  might  well  be  included  the  weekly 
washing  down  of  his  vehicle.  In  this  respect  yourHealth  Committee, 
on  my  suggestion,  readily  agreed  to  make  a small  weekly  payment 
to  drivers  for  this  service.  It  can  truthfully  be  said  that  by  so  doing 
the  “life”  of  the  lorries  has  been  extended  and  maintenance  costs 
reduced. 

Furthermore,  the  psychological  effect  on  each  of  the  three  gangs, 
of  having  a clean  lorry  each  Monday,  must  not  be  overlooked — 
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dirty  and  ill-kept  tools  and  vehicles  encourage  slipshod  methods 
among  the  workmen. 

The  skilled  mechanic  is,  of  course,  the  king-pin  of  any  main- 
tenance scheme.  Tempting  though  it  may  be  to  allow  the  driver  to 
“tinker”  with  changing  oil-filters  and  so  on,  this  should  not  be 
permitted.  Rather  should  each  lorry  be  brought  into  the  depot 
each  month  to  be  given  attention  by  the  mechanic.  With  this  in 
mind  it  was  decided  not  to  sell  the  Dennis  lorry  which  had  been 
replaced  by  a new  S.D.  Fore  and  Aft  Tipper,  in  order  that  it  could 
be  used  as  a spare. 

The  policy  of  waiting  until  a vehicle  breaks  down  before  it 
receives  any  attention  is  fundamentally  wrong.  It  savours  of 
“closing  the  stable  door  after  the  horse  has  gone.”  This  brings  me 
to  a further  point,  that  of  spares. 

A sufficient  number  and  variety  of  spares  should  be  in  stock  to 
avoid  delay  in  getting  a lorry,  or  tractor  for  that  matter,  back  on  the 
road  again.  I know  full  well  that  it  is  impossible  to  stock  everything 
that  a vehicle  requires,  but  it  is  surprising  what  delay  can  be 
occasioned  even  when  a fan  belt  breaks,  or  a petrol  pump  fails  to 
function,  or  a spring  collapses — and  there’s  no  replacement  in 
stock. 

Of  considerable  help  in  the  problem  of  stocking  spares  is  the 
standardisation  of  vehicles.  It  goes  without  saying  that  greater 
capital  outlay  on  spare  parts  is  required  when  a diversity  of  lorries 
are  in  operation.  It  should  therefore  be  a matter  of  policy  to  operate 
lorries  of  the  same  type  as  far  as  practicable. 

It  must  be  remembered  too  that  a mechanic  is  not  a “memory 
man,”  for  the  greater  the  variety  of  vehicles  under  his  care  the  more 
will  his  patience  and  memory  be  taxed  to  remember  how  a particular 
job  on  a particular  lorry  must  be  tackled.  Standardisation  of  lorries 
must  therefore  receive  very  serious  consideration. 

Provision  too  must  be  made  for  the  periodic  painting  of  all 
transport.  In  this  respect  I look  forward  to  the  time  when  the 
Council’s  painting  department  will  be  fully  equipped,  and  provided 
with  adequate  accommodation  in  order  that  painting  of  lorries 
might  be  carried  out  as  and  when  required. 

The  Municipal  Dustbin  Scheme  has  now  been  in  operation  for 
some  eighteen  months  and  a total  of  862  bins  have  been  supphed, 
during  that  period,  thus  averaging  about  564  bins  per  year.  The 
yearly  cost  of  this  service  necessitated  the  levying  of  a rate  borne 
charge  of  IT d.  in  the  £. 


47 


In  the  light  of  past  experience  it  appears  to  me  that  the  replace- 
ment of  some  564  bins  each  year  is  insufficient  to  cope  with  the 
number  of  bins  which  become  defective.  Limited  storage  accom- 
modation permits  the  stocking  of  only  one  gross.  Hence,  as  each 
consignment  is  received  it  is  already  “spoken  for.” 

Consideration  will,  therefore,  have  to  be  given  to  increasing 
the  yearly  estimate  for  this  service,  and  the  provision  of  more 
adequate  storage  accommodation. 

As  in  former  years,  quarterly  Sickness  Reports  in  regard  to 
the  Public  Cleansing  Service  were  submitted  to  your  Health 
Committee. 

The  undermentioned  Summaries,  “A”  and  “B”  give  the  salient 
features  of  the  Reports  submitted. 


SUMMARY  A. 


Report  No. 
and 
Period 

Total 

Working 

Hours 

Possible 

Sick 

Pay 

Hours 

Lost 

Unpaid 

Sickness 

Hours 

Lost 

Other 

Time 

Lost 

Hours 

Total 

Sickness 

Payments 

Average 
Weekly 
cost  of 
Sickness 
Payments 

(33) 

23-12-57  to 
23-3-58 

13185 

916 

260 

117i 

£ s.  d. 
118  7 3 

£ s.  d. 

9 2 1 

(34) 

24-3-58  to 
22-6-58 

13326 

167 

712 

87i 

16  2 3 

1 4 10 

(35) 

23-6-58  to 
21-9-58 

13256 

413 

994 

83i 

44  10  1 

3 8 6 

(36) 

22-9-58  to 
21-12-58 

13868 

391 

584 

111 

51  8 7 

3 19  1 
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SUMMARY  B. 


Percentage  of  hours  lost  due  to : 

Report  No. 
and  Period 

Paid 

Sickness 

Unpaid 

Sickness 

Other  Time 
Lost 

Total 

(33) 

23-12-57  to 
23-3-58 

6.95 

1.97 

0.89 

9.81 

(34) 

24-3-58  to 
22-6-58 

1.25 

5.34 

0.66 

7.25 

(35) 

23-6-58  to 
21-9-58 

3.12 

7.51 

0.63 

11.24 

(36) 

22-9-58  to 
21-12-58 

2.82 

4.21 

0.8 

7.83 

The  total  amount  of  sickness  benefit  paid  by  the  Council 
during  the  year  1958  was  £230  8s.  2d.  This  when  compared  with 
the  previous  year,  shows  an  increase  of  £32  11s.  Id. 

The  Average  weekly  cost  of  sickness  payments  was  therefore 
about  £4  8s.  7d. 

The  total  amount  of  time  lost  expressed  as  a percentage  of  the 
possible  number  of  working  hours  was  9.01  per  cent. 

Whilst  this  is  a considerable  increase  on  the  previous  year’s 
percentage,  it  should  be  explained  that  one  workman  was  absent  on 
sick  leave  for  the  greater  part  of  the  year,  whilst  one  other  was 
also  absent  for  considerable  periods. 
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COST  STATEMENT  1958-59. 


Item 

Particulars 

1 

Col- 
1 lection 

2 

Disposal 

3 

Totals 

4 

% of 
total 
gross 
expendi- 
ture 

5 

REVENUE  ACCOUNT 

£ 

1 £ 

£ 

% 

1 

Gross  Expenditure  : 

1 

1 

(i)  Labour 

9518 

1 2924 

12442 

68 

(ii)  Transport 

4487 

i 

4501 

25 

(iii)  Plant,  equipment,  land  and 

1 

1 

! buildings 

! 121 

I 1086 

1207 

7 

(iv)  Other  items 

1 7 

i ’ 

8 

— 

: (v)  Total  Gross  Expenditure  . . 

14133 

4025 

18158 

100 

2 

Gross  Income  . . 

12 

1997 

2009 

— 

3 

I Net  Cost 

14121 

2028 

16149 

— 

4 ; 

Capital  expenditure  met  from 

revenue  (included  above) 

— 

640 

640 

— 

UNIT  COSTS 

s.  d. 

s.  d. 

s.  d. 

5 

Gross  cost  per  ton,  labour  only . . 

18  4 

5 8 

24  0 

6 

Gross  cost  per  ton,  transport  only 

8 8 

— 

8 8 

7 

Net  cost  (all  expenditure)  per  ton 

27  2 

3 11 

31  1 

£ 

£ 

£ 

8 

Net  cost  per  1,000  population  . . 

589 

84 

673 

9 

Net  cost  per  1,000  premises 

1812 

260 

2072  1 

Population  at  30th  June,  1958  

Total  refuse  collected  (Test  Weighings) 

Weight  per  1,000  population  per  day  (365  days 
to  year) 

Number  of  premises  from  which  refuse  is 
collected  


23,990  persons. 
10,378  tons. 

23.7  cwts. 

7,794  premises. 
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REFUSE  DISPOSAL 


There  has  been  no  change  in  the  method  of  disposal  during 
the  year,  two  controlled  tips,  one  at  Aldercar  and  one  at  Heanor, 
being  in  operation. 

As  the  ash  and  cinder  content  of  refuse  dechnes  each  year,  and 
the  amount  of  paper,  garden  refuse  and  other  such  matter  continues 
to  increase  in 'bulk,  it  becomes  all  the  more  difficult  to  make  a 
satisfactory  tip. 

Refuse  Tips  prove  an  unfailing  attraction  to  children.  Invariably 
they  go  home  with  some  “treasure”  they  have  found  and,  without 
fail,  the  same  article  finds  its  way  back  into  the  dustbin  again  after 
several  weeks,  and  from  thence  to  the  tip  once  more. 

The  breaking  of  bottles  and  jars  on  the  tip,  by  children  causes 
a considerable  amount  of  extra  work  and  expense  through  lorry 
tyres  being  damaged  beyond  repair.  Try  as  one  may  it  is  not  always 
easy  to  ensure  that  all  the  broken  glass  has  been  cleared. 

A further  fifty  yards  of  36  inches  diameter  concrete  culverting 
was  completed  at  the  Heanor  Tip  during  the  year.  This  is  very 
costly  but  necessary  work  which,  however,  makes  extra  tipping 
space  available. 

Periodic  dressings  of  each  Controlled  tip  with  Gammexane 
dust  throughout  the  Spring  and  Summer  months  very  effectively 
reduced  the  breeding  of  flies  and  crickets. 


SALVAGE 

Since  the  year  1956  there  has  been  a gradual  decline  in  the 
income  derived  from  the  sale  of  salvage.  In  the  year  under  review 
this  can  be  attributed  to  a reduction  in  the  amount  of  waste  paper 
collected,  and  also  to  the  fact  that  very  early  in  the  year  it  became 
virtually  impossible  to  dispose  of  tins  segregated  from  the  two 
controlled  refuse  tips. 

The  demand  for  newsprint  declined  but  there  was  a ready 
market  for  fibreboard  and  “mixed”  waste  paper. 

It  might  then  be  thought  that  any  surplus  newsprint  might  be 
disposed  of  by  inclusion  in  the  “mixed”  waste  paper,  but  the  Mills, 
however,  restricted  the  percentage  which  might  be  added  owing  to 
the  fact  that  its  fibres  are  shorter  and  weaker. 
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In  May  there  came  a reduction  of  £7  per  ton  in  the  price  of 
mixed  rags  ; the  price  of  rugs  was  also  reduced  by  £2  per  ton.  On 
the  other  hand  the  prices  received  for  waste  paper  of  all  grades 
remained  stable. 

There  has  been  no  need  to  make  any  alterations  in  the  present 
system  of  collecting  waste  paper  salvage.  Each  refuse  collection 
lorry  has  a metal  frame  suspended  from  the  rear,  on  which  large 
canvas  sacks  are  hung.  These  when  full  are  emptied  at  the  tip 
when  the  lorry  goes  to  unload  refuse,  and  the  day’s  accumulation 
of  salvage  is  then  collected  and  taken  to  the  salvage  depot  at  the 
end  of  the  day. 

A separate  collection  system  is  provided  for  shops  and  business 
premises,  the  work  being  carried  out  by  a lorry  driver  and  another 
workman.  Each  day  they  are  provided  with  a list  of  premises  from 
which  salvage  has  to  be  collected,  and  in  all  it  takes  about  2-3 
weeks  to  cover  the  whole  of  the  District.  A daily  collection  is, 
however,  provided  for  some  of  the  factories  and  other  industrial 
premises. 


52 


»n 

o 

as 

'6 

«n 

r- 

trs 

c/3 

c 

r^ 

oo 

•o 

r- 

►5; 

CO 

oo 

<N 

<+i 

oo 

o 

ts 

<s 

fN 

fS 

ts 

c/5 

00 

VO 

o 

S 

o 

oo 

ifH 

i-H 

00 

.-H 

VO 

l-H 

u 

as 

as 

ON 

o 

Os 

H 

C/5 

jQ 

Tt 

VO 

oo 

oo 

VO 

oo 

>o 

<N 

<s 

»n 

r^ 

VO 

O 

fS 

U 

r^ 

VO 

t-H 

o 

o 

VO 

m 

as 

crs 

m 

E-i 

CM 

cs 

fS 

tN 

<N 

lbs. 

O 

o 

o 

O 

O 

"S  s 

VO 

o 

o 

o 

o 

U 

f<0 

o 

o 

o 

o 

H 

§ 

rs 

(>5 

o 

r- 

oo 

S^ 

r^ 

VO 

oo 

as 

VO 

CO 

<N 

ks  ^ 

i^ 

u 

o 

o 

o 

O 

O 

E-^ 

w5 

pO 

oo 

o 

•o 

o 

OO 

§*§ 

tN 

m 

r- 

Os 

2 ^ 

C^ 

fS 

r-i 

00 

u 

•n 

H 

C/5 

o 

o 

VO 

oo 

«o 

OO 

tN 

.K 

VO 

o 

lo 

«n 

VO 

E^ 

u 

r-i 

o 

Os 

H 

i 

L. 

3 

•r> 

so 

oo 

«o 

«o 

*r3 

•n 

•o 

>>*i 

as 

as 

Os 

ov 

as 

53 


SALVAGE  BONUS  SCHEME 


A Bonus  Scheme,  applicable  to  all  the  workmen  in  the  Public 
Cleansing  Service,  including  lorry  drivers,  has  been  in  operation 
since  the  year  1948. 

Basically  the  Scheme  provides  for  the  distribution  of  fifty  per 
cent  of  the  income  derived  from  the  sale  of  salvage  over  and  above 
the  datum  figure  of  ten  tons  per  month.  Payment  is  made  pro  rata 
to  the  number  of  days  each  man  works  during  the  month,  and  there 
is  a “penalty  clause”  in  respect  of  those  workmen  absent  without 
sufficient  cause. 

The  average  monthly  bonus  received  by  each  workman  during 
the  year  was  £1  9s.  lid.,  and  the  total  amount  of  bonus  paid  was 
£524  11s.  9d. 


PUBLIC  CONVENIENCES 


The  income  derived  from  the  automatic  locks,  etc.,  is  detailed 
hereunder  : — 

£ s.  d.  £ s.  d. 

Heanor — Market  Place 

Conveniences  . . . . . . 284  0 3 

“Wash  & Brush-up”  ..  ..  51  2 0 

Mayfield  Avenue 
Conveniences  . . 


Pleasure  Grounds 
Conveniences 

Langley  Mill — 

Conveniences  . . 


Codnor- 


Marlpool- 


Conveniences  . . 


Conveniences 


335  2 
5 16 

1 9 

28  13 

22  13 


Total 


14  7 11 
£408  2 9 


The  total  income  when  compared  with  that  of  the  previous 
year  shows  an  increase  of  £3  5s.  2d. 
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It  is  pleasing  to  note  that  at  the  time  of  writing  this  report,  the 
construction  of  new  public  conveniences  at  Loscoe  is  in  progress. 
When  these  are  completed  it  will  be  necessary  to  give  some  thought 
to  making  arrangements  for  the  daily  cleansing  to  be  carried  out. 
This  work  could  well  be  undertaken  by  the  part-time  cleaner  who 
at  present  is  responsible  for  such  work  at  the  Market  Place,  Heanor 
and  at  Marlpool  Public  Conveniences. 

During  the  year  I submitted  a report  to  your  Health  Committee 
on  the  subject  of  the  provision  of  Free  Washing  Facilities  in  all  the 
public  conveniences.  This  was  given  most  careful  consideration 
and  it  was  decided,  as  an  exepriment,  to  provide  such  facilities  in 
the  conveniences  now  under  construction  at  Loscoe. 

As  stated  in  the  report,  it  would  be  little  use  to  provide  a 
hand-rinse  basin  without  also  providing  a supply  of  paper  towels, 
a suitable  dispenser  for  soap  and  a wire  basket  for  used  towels. 

In  so  doing  it  was  appreciated  that  the  more  fittings  there  were 
provided,  the  greater  the  opportunity  for  doing  wanton  damage. 
It  is  to  be  hoped  therefore  that  the  general  public  will  do  everything 
possible  to  ensure  that  the  outcome  of  this  venture  proves  satis- 
factory. 

If  such  is  the  case  then  I feel  confident  that  it  will  encourage 
the  Council  to  proceed  further  with  the  provisions  of  free  washing 
facilities  in  other  public  conveniences. 

One  might  well  say  that  the  extent  of  damage  at  public  conven- 
iences throughout  the  year  was  so  formidable  that  it  boded  ill  for 
any  attempt  which  might  be  made  to  provide  better  facilities  at 
the  conveniences — one  can  but  say  that  “hope  springs  eternal.” 

Most  of  the  damage  is  perpetrated  by  youths,  who,  bemused 
with  beer,  have  “trials  of  strength”  with  flushing  cisterns,"  supply 
pipes  and  other  fittings.  What  transient  satisfaction  they  gain  from 
such  acts  is  beyond  conception. 


PREVENTION  OF  DAMAGE  BY  PESTS  ACT,  1949 

One  part-time  Rodent  Operative  is  employed  on  Rodent 
Control  work,  and  a free  service  is  provided  in  respect  of  all  dwelling 
houses. 

The  usual  sewer  treatment  was  carried  out  during  the  year 
under  review,  and  the  results  obtained  indicated  that  the  rat  popula- 
tion in  the  sewers  was  at  a very  low  ebb. 
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This  goes  to  prove  that  is  it  only  by  continual  and  systematic 
attacks  on  rats  and  mice,  wherever  they  are  to  be  found,  that  their 
numbers  can  be  kept  at  a minimum. 

The  undermentioned  report  gives  and  indication  of  the  work 
carried  out  in  this  sphere,  during  the  course  of  the  year. 
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On 

o\ 


TYPE  OF  PROPERTY 

(5) 

Agricultural 

50 

1 

50 

1 

50 

Non- Agricultural 

(4) 

Total  of 
Cols.  (1), 
(2)  & (3) 

8764 

1372 

185 

2833 

(3) 

All  Other 
{including 
Business 
Premises) 

1024 

175 

1022 

(2) 

Dwelling 
Houses 
{inc.  Council 
Houses) 

7720 

94 

1353 

00 

1757 

(1) 

Local 

Authority 

20 

- 

r- 
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1.  Number  of  properties  in  Local  Auth- 
ority’s District  . . 

2.  Number  of  properties  inspected  as  a 
result  of  : 

{a)  Notification 

{b)  Survey  under  the  Act  . . 

(c)  Otherwise  (e.g.  when  visited 
primarily  for  some  other  purpose) 

3.  Total  inspections  carried  out — including 
re-inspections  . . 

(To  be  completed  only  if  figures  are 
readily  available). 
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Number  of  properties  inspected  (in 
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carried  out 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 

Set  out  hereunder  is  a list  of  meat  and  other  foodstuffs  inspected 
during  the  year  and  found  to  be  unfit  for  human  consumption. 


Tomatoes  . . 

Cwts. 

12 

lbs. 

101 

ozs. 

12 

Beans 

1 

21 

5 

Peas 

2 

4 

4 

Other  Vegetables 

— 

27 

2i 

Soups  

1 

69 

15 

Pork  Luncheon  Meat 

1 

7 

20 

Meat  Loaf 

— 

9 

12 

Ham  

2 

90 

14 

Tongue  . . . . 

— 

30 

6 

Corned  Beef 

2 

17 

13 

Stewed  Steak 

— 

72 

n 

'Meat  Puddings 

— ■ 

1 

15 

Bacon  

— 

11 

8 

Sausages  

— 

2 

17 

Chicken 

1 

24 

Duck 

— 

69 

Pressed  Beef  

— 

4 

— 

Beef  Suet 

— 

— 

8 

Fish  and  Fish  Paste 

1 

32 

li 

Fruit  and  Fruit  Salads 

11 

32 

6 

Milk  and  Cream  . . . . . . 

1 

106 

12 

Milk  Puddings 

1 

20 

8 

Cheese  and  Cheese  Spread 

6 

57 

Oi 

Sauces  and  Pickles 

— 

19 

4 

Jams,  Marmalades  and  Jellies . . 

— 

31 

^ 4: 

Coffee 

— 

2 

1 

Cereals 

1 

29 

7 

Flour 

— 

3 

— 

Cakes  and  Cake  Mixture 

— 

63 

— 

Sponge  Puddings . . 

— 

2 

9 

Semolina 

— 

1 

12 

Custard  Powder  . . 

— 

7 

Chocalates 

— 

7 

Sugar  

— 

16 

— 

Butter 

1 

13 

8 

Dried  Fruits 

— 

— 

8 

Eggs  

{doz.)  10 

— 

— 

Home  Killed  Meat 

10 

8 

12 

Total 

63 

13 

19i 
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When  compared  with  the  previous  year’s  total  the  weight  of 
foodstuffs  condemned  as  unfit  shows  only  a shght  increase. 

Of  individual  items  mentioned  above,  however,  the  greatest 
increases  were  apparent  in  the  amount  of  cheese  condemned  and 
also  chicken.  Canned  tomatoes  still  headed  the  list  as  being  the 
most  condemned  commodity — no  doubt  due  to  their  acidic  nature 
adversely  re-acting  on  the  tinplate. 

The  business  of  inspecting  foodstuffs  does  not  end  on  com- 
pletion of  the  examination,  for  after  this  it  is  necessary  to  make  out 
condemnation  certificates  for  the  foods  found  to  be  unfit.  These 
certificates  have  to  give  an  accurate  description  of  the  goods 
condemned,  and,  where  canned  meat  is  involved,  must  detail  the 
coding  on  the  can,  country  of  origin,  manufacturer.  Brand,  etc.  In 
most  cases  traders  require  separate  certificates  for  the  various 
commodities  condemned,  and  hence  it  is  obvious  that  a good  deal 
of  clerical  work  is  involved — 1,502  certificates  being  issued  in  the 
year  under  review. 

Once  again  the  weight  of  home-killed  meat  found  to  be  unfit 
has  shown  a considerable  reduction — from  19  cwts.  for  the  year 

1957  to  16  cwts.  for  the  year  under  review.  This  surely  is  indicative 
of  the  high  quality  of  animals  slaughtered  in  this  District. 

The  subject  of  Slaughterhouses  has  been  very  much  to  the  fore 
during  the  year.  With  the  advent  of  the  new  Slaughterhouses  Act, 

1958  which  came  into  operation  on  the  1st  August,  interest  and 
speculation  were  again  aroused  as  to  the  making  of  regulations 
governing  construction  standards  for  hygiene  and  the  preventions 
of  cruelty,  and  also  hygienic  practices. 

Section  3 of  the  Act  requires  every  local  authority  to  carry  out 
a review  of  slaughterhouse  facilities  in  their  District,  and  to  submit 
a report  to  the  Minister,  on  the  following  lines  : — 

(1)  the  existing  and  probable  future  requirements  of  the 
District  for  slaughtering  facilities,  having  regard  to  the 
needs  both  of  persons  requiring  the  use  of  such  facilities 
and  of  other  persons. 

(2)  the  slaughterhouse  facilities  which  are,  or  are  likely  to 
become  available  to  meet  those  requirements. 

The  submission  of  the  report  to  the  Minister  must  not  be 
earlier  than  nine  months  after  the  new  Regulations  have  come  into 
force. 
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There  is  little  doubt  that  the  requirements  of  the  Regulations 
will  involve  the  Trade  in  a good  deal  of  expense.  In  many  cases  in 
this  District  the  size  of  the  slaughterhall  is  very  limited  ; though 
sufficient  for  the  needs  of  a butcher  who  slaughters  two  or  three 
beasts  each  week.  Inevitably  a stunning  pen  will  be  required,  and 
hence  fairly  extensive  structural  alterations  will  be  necessary  at 
many  slaughterhouses  in  order  that  the  pen  may  be  sited  satis- 
factorily. 

Despite  the  rather  acid  comments  regarding  the  provision  of 
stunning  pens,  I have  no  doubt  in  my  own  mind  that  the  butchers 
will  not  be  slow  to  realise  the  great  advantages  to  be  derived  from 
the  use  of  such  apparatus.  The  days  of  the  “rope  and  ring-in-the- 
wall”  method  are  nearly  over  and  with  their  passing  will  go  all  the 
pushing,  heaving,  pulling,  yes  and  the  danger,  of  getting  a beast 
into  the  proper  position  for  slaughter. 

Without  doubt  the  requirements  of  the  Regulations  will  result 
in  many  of  our  butchers  ceasing  to  maintain  their  slaughterhouses. 
I can  well  visuaHse  the  time  when  out  of  the  twelve  licensed  slaughter- 
houses in  operation  at  the  present  time  only  three  or  thereabouts 
will  be  in  operation.  668  visits  were  made  to  slaughterhouses  during 
the  year. 

With  regard  to  the  Food  Hygiene  Regulations  we  continued 
to  preach  “clean  food,”  aided  by  the  distribution  of  pamphlets  and 
posters.  229  visits  were  made  to  various  foodshops  etc.,  through-out 
the  District.  The  overall  “picture”  gained  from  such  inspections 
was  the  increasing  awareness  on  the  part  of  the  shopkeepers,  of 
the  fact  that  the  customer  is  attracted  to  the  bright,  cleanly  shop, 
which  has  its  goods  tastefully  displayed,  and  where  shining  walls, 
ceilings,  floors,  counters  etc.,  repeat  the  theme  that  hygiene  matters 
and  that  hygiene  is  a “must”  in  the  highly  competitive  world  to-day. 

Time  was  when  the  Market  place  contained  very  few  food  stalls, 
in  fact  stalls  of  any  kind.  Today  it  presents  a busy  crowded  scene 
where  litter  is  rampant,  despite  the  provision  of  large  wire  litter 
baskets. 

At  the  whim  of  the  wind,  shopkeepers,  who  have  their  premises 
around  the  Market  Place,  are  presented  with  whirlpools  of  bits  of 
paper,  etc.,  in  their  doorways.  Why  is  it,  I wonder,  that  the  stall- 
holders are  so  untidy? 

Why  is  it  too  that  they  took  no  advantage  of  the  free  washing 
facilities  provided  at  the  nearby  Public  Conveniences? 
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During  March,  acting  on  information  received  from  another 
Authority,  it  was  necessary  to  temporarily  suspend  the  sale  of  a 
certain  type  of  imported  apples,  contamination  with  lead  arsenate 
being  suspected.  This  meant  a rather  hectic  few  days  visiting 
foodshops  throughout  the  District  ; then  similar  journeyings  again 
when  the  results  of  the  Analyst’s  examination  of  the  apples  was 
received.  Pleasing  it  was  to  report  that  the  lead  arsenate  though 
present,  was  not  in  sufficient  quantity  to  warrant  seizure  of  the 
apples. 


Ca\ 

Excli 

Co 

ttle 

iding 

ws 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Number  killed 

Number  inspected  . . 

Bullocks 

Heifers 

129 

129 

4 

4 

1725 

1725 

269 

269 

114 

114 

295 

295 

AlldiseasesexceptTuberculosis 
and  Cysticerci. 

Whole  carcases  condemned . . 













Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned . . 

4 

12 

17 

— 

11 

5 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
disease  other  than  Tuber- 
culosis and  Cysticerci 

3.51 

(7.21) 

4.07 

(7.89) 

13.18 

(13.54) 

(-) 

0.64 

(0.22) 

1.86 

(2.89) 

Tuberculosis  only. 

Whole  carcases  condemned . . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned . . 

7 

22 

9 

— 

— 

6 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
Tuberculosis 

6.14 

(2.7) 

7.46 

(10.52) 

6.98 

(13.54) 

(-) 

(-) 

2.23 

(2.57) 

Cysticercus  Bovis  only. 

Whole  carcases  condemned . . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned- 
carcases  submitted  to 
treatment  by  refrigeration 

7 

2 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
Cysticercus  Bovis 

(— ) 

2.37 

(1.31) 

1.55 

(2.08) 

(-) 

(-) 

(-) 

Figures  in  brackets  are  for  the  year  1957. 
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MILK  SUPPLY 

Three  samples  of  milk  were  obtained  and  submitted  for  Methy- 
lene Blue  Test.  Two  samples  proved  satisfactory  and  one  failed  to 
satisfy  the  test. 


Three  samples  of  milk  were  obtained  for  biological  examination 
and  were  found  to  be  satisfactory. 

Registration  under  the  Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations,  1949  : — 

Distributors  in  the  area  . . . . . . . . . . 13 

Distributors  from  outside  the  area  . . . . . . 6 

Dairies  (other  than  Dairy  Farms)  . . . . . . 6 


Licences  granted  by  the  Council  authorising  the  use  of  special 
designations  during  the  year  : — 

{a)  Dealers  : 


Tubercuhn  Tested 
Pasteurised 
Sterihsed  . . 


12 

13 

5 


{b)  Supplementary  : 

Tuberculin  Tested 
Pasteurised 
Sterilised  . . 


5 

4 

3 


FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT,  1955 

Mr.  R.  W.  Sutton,  County  Analyst,  has  kindly  supplied  the 
following  details  in  regard  to  samples  taken  under  the  above  Act 
in  this  District. 

Fifty  samples,  including  nineteen  milks,  were  taken  during  the 
year  1958.  All  samples  were  classed  as  satisfactory. 

Apples  of  Itahan  origin  were  examined  for  your  Authority 
following  information  that  produce  contaminated  with  lead  had 
reached  some  areas  of  the  County.  The  amounts  of  lead  and 
arsenic  found  did  not  exceed  the  limits  recommended  for  foods. 


ICE  CREAM 

There  is  now  only  one  manufacturer  of  ice-cream  in  the  District, 
and  he  uses  the  hot-mix  method. 

Four  samples  of  ice  cream  were  obtained  for  examination,  and 
all  were  classified  as  being  provisional  Grade  1. 
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SHOPS  ACTS 


Your  three  Public  Health  Inspectors  are  designated  ofl&cers 
for  the  purpose  of  the  Acts. 

In  all,  ninety  inspections  were  made  during  the  year. 


In  conclusion  I should  like  to  express  my  thanks  to  the  Council, 
and  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Health  Committee  for  their 
support  and  keen  interest  in  the  work  of  the  Department  : also  to 
the  Clerk  and  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  my  Colleagues  for 
their  valued  co-operation. 

I must  voice  a special  word  of  thanks  and  appreciation  to  my 
staff,  who  loyally  and  conscientiously  gave  of  their  best. 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

H.  W.  JEFFORD, 

Chief  Public  Health  Inspector 
and  Cleansing  Superintendent. 
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